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o defend ſome of the moſt im- 
Principles in the Proteſtant re- 
| formed Syſtem of Chriſtianity, &c.— _ * 
| againſt the injurious Aſperſions caſt on - * 
| the ſame, by Jonathan Mayhew, D: D. 


rmons on 


£:» 


4 


Palm CXLV. 9. In which, 8 


a 


bs 2 * * i p 
; * 
" SY — 1 . Fl * . 


In his late Thankſgiving 


INATHA Marys 


7 


8 

FJ * * 
22 — 
E p % 


x th 4 2 » my g TN. * 
1 , * - 4 : k \ - , * 
A . ; 1 : 2 +1 "ef 2 c 
2 Or O the E 1 Ur . 3 In 2 % 
7 4 
. — 
3 * * — 
* 
- ” 
% 0 * 
W * . ——— 4 1 3 8 „ — A mum — 8 * — 8 3 5 5 
(4 9 ad — 514 WEI - — — — — — * TIF „ e #, £4 l *. ys . > -54 
7 * * N * — . $4 #IT 4 
, . N — : . 1 f * 
” "If — 4 " . 


—— Thou ſhalt i in any e rebuke thy 
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r. Cleaveland, 


6. d Y the great vanity which you diſcover, and the 
FJ ſelf. important airs which you aſſume thro'out 
your ſlanderous Eſay, I conclude you ſuppoſed 
that I would either enter the liſts with you as a 
Firewd polemical writer, or elſe be wholly ſilent, from a 
Fonviction of my inability to defend the ſermons which 
ou have attack'd in ſo heroic a manner, But if you 
magined either of theſe things, you was under a miſtake, 
Wt ever I enter into a formal controverſy with any per- 
on upon ſuch points, it ſhall be with One, who appears to 
me to have both a better head, and honeſier heart than you 
have diſcovered in this ſpecimen of your abilities, and 
zeal for what you call orthodoxy. And yet I do not 
think it convenient to be quite filent upon this occaſion, 

ho“ my ſermons need no elaborate, argumentative de- 
fence againſt your ratiotinations, and impertinent criticiſms ; 
yet ſo much rudeneſs and infolence, ſo much milrepreſen- 
tation and flander, falſehood and forgery as your libel 
contains, ſhould not, methinks, be paſſed over without 
ſome animadverſions: Eſpecially ſince it is probable that 
this will be read chiefly by thoſe who have never ſeen 
the ſermons aforeſaid ; and who may be ſo ignorant of 
you, as to imagine you had too much integrity and honor 
to miſrepreſent and falſify them. It is partly upon this 
conſideration, that I give you and myſelf the preſent 
trouble; my principal aim being, not to diſpute with, but 
to chaſtize and admoniſh you, for your real. good; and. 
to make you an example and warning to others. If in 
dying rhis, I ſhould tranſiently touch upon the merits of _ 
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= yourſelf, that I mean to controvert ſuch points with you 19 
= whom I conſider as a perſon wholly unworthy to be rea- 
'  ſoned with about them, any farther chan is requiſite to E 
ew your diſhoneſty and wickedneſs with reference} W 
>. $60::hem.. J db Corr Wl ge | 

II I had really publiſhed any material errors in point} Y 
of doctrine, let me tell you, Mr. Cleaveland, that you Y 
Vas one of the moſt unſutable perſons in the world, io 
_ undertake a confutation of them, or to ſer yourſelf up. 1 
for an author, tho? you ſay, p. 4, that you have an un- fi 
doubted right” to do it. I am ſenſible that Britiſh ſub- 
Jets have à legal right to expoſe themſelves in print, on 
politics, divinity, or any other ſubject: And if this is 
what you inſiſt on as an invaluable privilege, I would by 
no means have. your liberty, or that of the preſs reſtrained. F \ 
: 3 you ſpeak, p. 3. of © Divines of indiſputable ability | 
for ſuͤch an undertaking}, as that of  vindicating the truth! 


wn $2 wy. +49, ky 


e Can you then poſſibly think it became you, | 
- an6bſcure perſbn from another province, and one ſo un- * 
better 'd as you are; an out-caſt from the college to which # © 
you was a diſgrace; for ſome time a rambling itinerant, c 
And promoter 'of diſorders and confuſion among us; * 
D raw and unſtildied in divinity; ode hardly ever heard | 
| 

i 


f among us, but in the frequent reports of your follies 
ahd extra vagances, and at length ſet up as a miniſter to 
An aſſetnbly of Teparatiſts ;—Can you poſſibly think it be- 
Tame you to turn author upon this occaſion; and to rake 
dis ſuppoſed neceſſary work of defending the moſt in- 


N rig Principles of the proteſtant religion againſt me, 
Hut of the hands of our Divines of indiſputable ability? 
What unaccountable vanity and infatuation was this! And | 
_  - You! have preſumed to paſs an implicit cenſure on thoſe | 
Drvines allo, by ſaying, p. 3. 1 marvel that none of our 
divines of ' indif] arable ability for ſuch an undertaking, 
have attempted to vindicate the truth againſt him'—Is 
not this à proof, that none of our able Blutes thought 
_ There was an ccaſion for oppoſition to me? And do- 
not you thew* the utmoſt aſſürance, in thus ſetting up 
your Jirtle ſelf in oppoſition to their opinion, as well as 
LE —7 — * 5 8 i 85 C | to 
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b. Efay ; the needleſs and numberleſs repetitions therein; | 
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unnoticed as ever Fo 
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fullon and want of method, ſo e thro out your 


pet to the 


your opinion in many points of doctrine, without being in 
the wrong with reſpect to ſom. 


But 1 will now proceed to the main buſineſs of this 
Letter, which is, to fer your falſehood, and iniquitous 
proceedings with reference io my ſermops, in ſome order 


Thus it is expreſſed p. 4. I. Meotion ſereral things, ws agree 
| * with'the Dr. io. Sop. 7. * Yea, we. ſtick not to fay'—p 55. 
us ſyſtem of doQrige'—97. * Another principle of o Iyſtem” 
After this manner be ſpeaks in numerous other places; we, our, 
"vs, Kc. As if all this wrong headed creature whimlies were the 
common cauſe of proteſtants. and himſelf a diſtinguiſhed champion 


And even 


this, hat is not too much provok'd at the ioſolence & arrogance of it? i 
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tiefere your eyes; and to adminiſter the reproof and cor- 
E _ rection which you deſerve ; or rather a part thereof, For 
n is only they that hold the {word of public juſtice, that 
ean legally puniſh ſuch wickedneſs. to the extent of its, 
demerits. Your villainy in this affair appears written, as 
one may fay, even upon your forehead ; I mean in your 
te- page: In which you have the aſſurance to repreſent T7 
me to the world, as an enemy to the moſt important 
Ptinciples' of the proteſtant · religion; particularly the 
doQrme of Chriſt's ſacrifice and atonement', &c. on! 
Ahich, you there fay, I caſt * injurious aſperſions'. After 
the word atonement, you indeed infert theſe clauſes, vz. 
as being abſolutely neceſſary to the pardon of fin, con- 
© ſiftertly with God's infinite and unchangeable rectitude“; 
that you might have an hole to creep out at. But this 
will not ſerve your turn. You know,” Mr. Cleaveland, 
in your conſcience, that I did not deny any neceſſity of 
*aronement, arifing from wiſdom, fitneſs, the ends of go- 
vernment, or the moral character of God; but rather faid 
what implies it, as will hereafter appear to your confuſion, 
üönleſs you are paſt all ſhame. How then could you have 
the confidence, becauſe my expreſſions concerning atone- 
ment do not exactly 80 with yours, to repreſent 
me to the world, as caſting © injurious aſperſians' on it? 
by which you doubtleſs intended ſomething beyond a ſim- 
ple denial of it. But it muſt be obſerved, that I am 
charged, in this villainous title-page, with injurtoufly afper- 
fing ther important doctrines of the goſpel, beſides that 
cf Chriſt's atonement; unleſs you will ſay, that there are Sp 
ſome * moſt important principles in the proteſtant reform- 
ed ſyſtem of chriſtianity*, which are not themſelves real 
and important doctrines of the goſpel ; and therefore, that 
1 may be ſuppoſed to a/per/e the former, tho? I maintain © 
the latter: Which, I conclude, you will not ſay. Indeed. 
nothing is more manifeſt, than that it was your formal in- 1 
tention to aſperſe me, as an enemy to ſome of the moſt 
fundamental doctrines of the chriſtian religion; which you 
accordingly #//ay to defend againſt the ſuppoſed injurious 
= Aafperſions caſt on, them in my ſermons. You muſt be 
ſenſible, that this is a very high charge to be broupht a- 
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miniſter of the goſpel. But I have the lels reaſon w 


be uy ways uneaſy at your diſlike of my ſermons, be- 
cauſe I think it pretty evident that you do not well like 
the text itſelf, in its plain, literal ſenſe ; or, in other 
words, that you do not really believe, The Lord is good 
to ALL, and his tender mercies over ALL his works? 
Had you believed this to be ſtrictly true, I do not think 
you would (I am ſure you could not conſiſtentiy) have 
made ſuch a tragical out- cry againſt thoſe diſcourſes, | 
But having made theſe curſory remarks on the iniquity 
of your title-page, as well as the vanity of your intro- 
duction, and the impertinence and confuſion of your fit 
head; I ſhall now paſs on to your /econd : which is thus 
2 cxpreſſed in your libel, p. 9. To take notice of the Dr's 
evident deſign” And this, you immediately add, was, 
> © To repreſent the divine goodneſs in ſuch a light as to 
7 * ſhew, there was no abſolute neceſſity for the ſacrifice 

7 * of Chriſt to make atonement, or to fatisfy * divine juſ- 
2 * tice, in order to God's forgiving the ſins of men con- 
2} * fiſtently with his moral goodneſs. Upon which let it 
=_- be remarked in the firſt place, EEE 
That if I had, in expreſs terms, aſſerted the non-ne- 
Ceeeſſity of atonement or ſatisfaction, in order to the forgive- 
neſs of fin ; this would have been no more than ſome 
eminent proteſtant Divines have done; even Calviniſtical 

Divines; whom, I conclude, you account the moſt reform- 
ed of any. I will particularly mention but one of them; 
the famous Dr. Twigz, who was in ſuch high reputation 
with the Aembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, that he was 


\ Choſen and ſerved as Prolocutor, or Chairman of that 


+ venerable aſſembly, And his opinion ought, . perhaps, to 


V Tt ſhould be remembered, that the- ſcripture makes uſe of no ſack - 
* language as this, of Chr it's /ati-fing divine juſtice, in any one place. 
| However, the author of this letter is far from haviug any dilpolition - 
to contend about mere words. If thoſe who expreſs themficlves 
after this manner, intend no more by the /ati;/aion of Chrilt, than 

is implied in his /acrifice or atonement, (as they ought net to do) he 
makes no objection againſt it; but efferts the doctrine of ſatis - 
faction himſelf, in this ſenſe; a is evident even from thoſe ſermoas 
Which hare been attack'd in fo outrageous a manger. 155 

| | 
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= Have almoſt as much weight as that of Mr. Cleaveland of 
—_—_— | | * e . » f "153 4" #.* Ty I. 0. f 


= Tofoich. The Dr. has nine folio, pages in his Yindicie 
WW State, Kc. upon this point; n p. 198. under the 
A © & tp © en” tt elif 's >. IP” -'- I bf ns 
Head De Eletione ; the eighth Digreſſion, as b terms it: 


dun probatur poſſe Deum per Polen abſolyram vel 
ra SATISFACTIONEM peccata remittere, 


1 

| 

* 1H i 
1 & 
8 


cri SATISFACTIONEM pe ſimulque ad 
1 Lubberti & Piſcatoris contraſentientium rationes N on- 
deerur'. Which, for the ſake of you, Mr. Cleaveland, a 
and my other Engliſh readers, 1 here travſlate— I a 
oo which it is proved, That Gid can forgive fins by in | v 
_ #bſoliite power, even WITHOUT, SATISFACTION z and alſo 
lle reafonings of Lubbertus & Piſcator, who think other- | 
wiſe, are an wered. It immediately follows, Poſſe Deum 
« vel citra fatisfactionem peccata remittere, juxta potentiam 
de ee, adeo neuen mk eder, ut extra 
| ©  controverliam ponendum eſſe facile cenſerem'. i. e. That 
lh car frets rs ous e ſeleef ation, . 
ute power, appears ſo manifeſt to me, that T ſhould 
think it q point which ought to be placed beyond all A 
 tomroverſy. Afterwards, Si Deus non poſlit pegcata m 
ine ſatisfaQtione remittere; tum vel quia non poteſt per k 
* potentiam, vel quia non poteſt per jusTiTIam, At neu- yi 
* trum horum dici poteſt', &c. i, e. / Ged cannot forgive p 
Fin without 27 alben ; this is , either becauſe he cannot, 
with reſpe to power, or becauſe he cannot, in reſpect of B 
tories, But neither of theſe things can be affirmed, Ke. d, 
rod hence it is manifeſt, that this eminent Calviniſtic ce 
Divine in bigh repute with the Weſtniafles Ach, for 8 
Wich you expreſs ſo great a veneration, was full and f . 
poſitive in his opinion, that n might have been en Nl 


without, any ſatisfaction ; ahd particularly, that the juſtice ad 
Fs not ch pe require . Thy fe ionrhe I 5 
ſo plain a point, that it ought not to be called in queſtion. gf 
If, therefore, I had as expreſiy aſſerted the ſame thing, 
did it become you,—I ſay, you, Mr. Cleaveland, to inveigh MB © 
againſt me for it; and to load me with ſo much obloquy? 4 
I Could you not differ from* me in opinion, and yet obferve < 
Fu "ſons" her of decorum and. modeſly in your oppolition,? [2 
1 5 0 wo Bur let me remind you; in the next place, that 1 did 2 . 
wt aſeert the Poſſibility of forgiveneſs without . = 


3 


80 far from. it, that the manner. in ha I cc my- 


Principles, being purſued into their juſt conſequ 


«Mr. . Cleaveland repr 


{elf upon this paint, rather implied a moral neceſſity there 9 
of in order to forgiveneſs: And ſurely you will not aſſert 
any other kind of neceſſity, or a natural one, as contradiſ 


tinguithed from moral. At leaſt, I am perſuaded that no 1 
man who underſtands what he ſays, ſuppoſes. any other: 
| What you may do, I cannot ſay. That I denied not ſuch - 


a neceſſity, bur rather bee it, will fully appear here- 


after; together with your wilful falſehood « and . ; 


wich reference . 5 


# 
Px. *%Y — 


In the mean time, I ſhall make: a . or two. on; E. 
wakes which you rake to prove that I had, the; 45 — 
aforeſaid, You infer this from what .I 22 of dine 


© juſtice, conſidered as a branch or mode of goodneſs; which. 
opinion of mine you ſuppoſe, without any reaſon, to be 


inconſiſtent with the doctrine, of atonement. -. But what an 


| iniquitous method of proceedi ng, is this? Upon ſuppoſition 
I was miſtaken about, divine ju 


no man can prove) is this a ſufficient ground to charge 
me with ſuch a defign as you ſpeak of? This is the ſame 
kind of diſhoneſty, that it would be in any one to accuſe 
you of deiſm or atheiſm, becauſe he ſuppoſed ſome of your 


would tepminate therein; which probably may be the caſe. 
But yer I ſhould think it injurious to charge you withwa 


See Peppastt! deiſm or atheiſm, while you: profeſs the 


contrary ; even tho? you have ſhewn ſo little regard, to 
truth and integrity, as you have done in many, parts of 


your libel. One inſtance hereof may indeed be found in | 
_ this part of i It, P. 9. Where you inſinuate that L hold every © 


act of punitive juſtice in God, to be intended for the good 
of the 5 on whom it terminates, . You ſay, [nc 
if juſtice, even punitive juſtice in God, is only a mode or 

© modification of his goodneſs, or kindneſs and beneficence | 
© towards his creatures, then the great end (as the Dr, ſays-- 


b * it 4s) of God's exerciſing punitive juſtice, muſt, be „ 


* good of his creaturęs, and even the good of thaſe that 
it 7s- exerciſed upon; and hence % act of, punitive 
: Juſtjes wok be an act of kindneſs, for it is Os 
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mans, and tock you for an honeſt man, conclude from 


4 twaee tar T fppoſl j would be juſt for r God to pu 


ith any ſinner more than would be for his ow? 4 7 
| Thflced you ſay expreſly, p. 10. that actording to 05 prin- 
dples God would got be K. good but cruel, if he 


ie and 3 parent or ſovereign; who has 
me = ö deſign in puniſhing. But 

then T exprelly guarded, as you know, againſt the ſuppo- 
1 that all acts of punitive juſtice, whether in God or 
are acts of kindneſs to the ſuffering individuals. 


not without good reaſon that T accufe you of diſhoneſty 


35 n Wb relpe®, 1 ſhall here extract a few paſſages from 
| them, our of man ro the fame purpoſe. 5 
SrraAxlxs of the motive from which a wiſe and good 


parent puniſhes his children, when he is under the influ- 
| coe, not of mere 2a on, but of reaſon only, I fay, Is it 
"rm, and do them * 2 r at leaſt 
«© with a view to the benefit his other children, or thoſe, of 

© phe houhold ;--that they may be kept under due fubjec- 
© tion, &©——-$0 that in a good parent, as was fad ore, 
is no ſuch quality as juſtice, really diſtinct from 
2. goodneſs ; not even in puniſhing : For it is goodneſs itſelf 
e Fhat gives the blow, Serm. p. 21. Jo laft clauſe you 
Amhoneſtiy introduce, as if I had not only uſed it expreſly 
ebncerning Gl but had thereby intended to aſſert, that 
de never puniſhes a finner, bur for his own good, in diſtmc- 


. -. Hon from de ublic or common: And is not this a wicked, 


ul perverfion of my evident meaning? Again: 
Sp EAE IN juſt after, of a wiſe and good earthly ſove- 


. . I exprefſed myſelf thus. — Neither does he inflicc 


puniſhments, but what he conſiders as necdful for 
4 * tho topo of his "appar. if not for the particular 
1 


8 Py 21. * Load d not any one who 1 never read my for. | 


tire tice to 1 


thoſe who haye never read my ſermons, may ſee it 
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_ If © good of 2hyſe that ſuffer, as in capital caſes, yer 

7 good of his people in general, by way of c 
m terror, that good order may be preſ ved. So that 
„in chis caſe of exciſion, or capital puni 


24. And after quoting Heb: 
repreſented as chaſtening us for our profit, 1 go on thug, 
p. 25. No man will deny, but that God is at once juit 


dis | . . . ; 4” „ 2 2123 
85 and good in theſe chaſtenings. Goodneſs and juſtice ia 
r | © him, therefore, are not to be conſidered as oppaſites : 


„ || * They may, in all other caſes without exception, be 0 


: | © incident; the latter being, perhaps, only a particu 
* modification of the former, and tending to poſitive oy 


U at leaſt the public or common. And you your ſelf, Mr, 1 5 

I Cleveland, know, and have often acknowledged, partions | 
x | larly p. 15. that I ſpeak of the future puniſhment of | 
u- wicked men in the language of ſcripture, as eternal, ever- l 
it | laſting, &c. How then could you have fo much diſhoneſty 


| |} and impudence, as to repreſent it to the world as my 
of doctrine, or at leaſt implied in my doctrine concerning 
divine goodneſs, that every act of punitive juſtice in God 


is an act of kindneſs to the individual punifhed ; or that 
© | God's end therein is the good even * of thoſe, that it is 


if exerciſed upon” ? Was not this very fooliſh alſo, as well 
as injurious? For do you think you can make the world 

ar; believe that I either aſſerted or ſuppoſed, it was for tþ 
- good of ſinners themſelves to be e 49 niſhed? 1 
ſhame, Mr. Cleaveland; what do you think ink of yourſelf ? 
ed, Or what opinion do you ſuppoſe the world can have, either 
of your ſenſe or honeſty. in this reſpect? You pt 


— 


upon the ſame 4nown falſe ſuppoſition, when you opertly | 
iQ || demand, p. 10. And if God's punitive juſtice is po tive 
' kindneſs, or if a} his acts of puniſhing, arc acts of poſitive | 


{nets have als. the rings o© Cri, the Juke 
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finnert an act of poſitive ſindneſs Fye! Mr. Clea 


land. You know that, according to my principles, Auer 


5 may be 8 hep puniſhed by way of terror and example to 


or the ſupport of government, order and common 
tho' themſelves are not benefitted, nor deſigned to 


4 e * el thereby. And Chriſt's atonement, or his 
ſliuffering, the juſt for the unjuſt, or in the room, place or 
ſtead o mer (which 1 pose the true, natural import 


of that expreſſion) was not in order to their being exempt- 


ed from any diſciplinary correction, or medicinal punith- i 


ment, for their real good; (for thus the ſaints are corrected, 


'or puniſhed, notwithſtanding. Chriſt ſuffered for them) | 
but in order to their being exempted from that puniſh- 
ment, to which they might otherwiſe have been ſubjected, ; 


in order to vindicate the honor of God's law and govern- 


ment; for the ſupport of order, and therein for the good 

of the univerſe, which eſſentially depends thereon, And 
if theſe ends may be anſwered by the ſufferings of a me- 
diator or ſubſtitute, as I ſuppoſe, I hope you will allow it | 
to be an act of love, mercy and grace, to appoint a me- z 


diator to ſuffer thus, in order to prevent our ſuffering pt 


ſonally, by way of example and warning, as malefactors ho Y 
in the cafe of capital puniſhment ; tho' it would not be an | 
act of love, mercy and grace, to withold from finners an 3 
act of poſitive kindneſs, or any puniſhment which is for 
their good; as you, at once with equal folly, effrontery MW 
and malice, ſuggeſt it would be, upon my principles. = 
Tov go on with your imaginary proof of the deſign i 
imputed to me; but really, only in further expoſiug the 
Ie of your heart. Tou ſay, This deſign farther 
appears from what the Dr. ſays in p. 64 and 65; where 
he plainly intimates, that there was no neceſſity of thje 
-* atonement of Chriſt, in reference to any ſuch divine juſtice RF 
in God, that muſt be ſatisfied by the ſufferings or death I 
of C Chriſt, that men might be pardoned or ſaved; «ſuch 
idea of divine pony muſt be wholly. and forever ex- 


* e * p. 10, The laſt elauſes here, with 
8 double 


XY of Gods bore, merey and grace? 
Lg . it an 1 o rg mercy and grace, to withold From 


- Mb. Claveland reprove "uy - 


double « comma s, you cite as mine; tho? they are altered. ſo 
rom as net to give your readers a true idea of my meaning. 
we Lou have here the confidence to inſinuate, that I denied 
ers the atonement of Chriſt had any reference to the juſtice 
to of God, the honor of his law and government; or was 


non © deſigned to exempt ſinners from that puniſhment, which . _ 


to mult otherwiſe have been inflicted upon them. This is 


his your manifeſt 3 intention; and yet it is abſolutely falſe, and 


er you know it to be ſo. You know that in the places; to 
ort which you refer, I did not peak of divine Juſtice in 
pt-\ general, as if Chriſt's ſufferings had no reference thereto ; 
in- dut only of a particular notion of juſtice, as if it were in 
ted, nature wholly and abſolutely diſtinct from goodneſs ; for 


ſeriptüre. But, inſtead of fairly quoting my words, you 
had the diſhoneſty to mutilate them in ſuch a manner, as | 
to give your unwary readers quite a wrong conception of | 
my meaning; as if I had, in general terms, denied any 
ind juſtice in God, to which the ſatisfaction [atonement] of 
ne- Chriſt had reference, in order to the pardon of fin. Are 


which, I ſuppoſe, there is no foundation in reaſon or 


7 it you not aſhamed of ſuch a wicked artifice as 0,2: once b 


me- to ſlander me, and impoſe upon your readers? 
der- You proceed in the ſame page, viz. 10. to cite me thus 5 
do in order to prove your point: I ſhall tranſcribe the ſen- 
rence juſt as it ſtands in the libel —“ We are aſſured (fays | 
be) in the holy ſcriptures, that God forgives the ſins of 
men thro' this great ſacrifice (of Chriſt) intervening, rather 
than without any.“ This 1s 7 our pointing; here you 
make a period for me, where J made only a comma, the 
= ſenſe being incomplete. It immediately e in the 
ſermon, p. 64. after the comma at the word any, = not 
* becauſe he is deficient in goodneſs, or not perfectly 
merciful, but becauſe he is infinitely w/e as well as mer- 
« ciful; raking ſuch a method herein, as is in its nature 
* admirably adapted to “ magnify the law and make it 
honourable,“ i. e. to beget and preſerve in the minds of 
* reaſonable creatures a juſt ſenſe of God's authority, the 
* dignity of his laws and government: Which, as was in- 


F * Umated before, 5 evidently * eren for themſelves. 
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ful manner Days ger & 


appointing a to atone 2 and 18 
E want of goodneſs or 
in 


be was infinitely 201/e as well as merciful; taking ſuch a 
zod,” &c. But all this latter part of that long ſentence 


you di uo 4 leave out, making a period at the word 
go on to comment upon the former part thus: 
<q. d. There was no abſolute neceſſity of this ſacriſice 


bud 5 
4 jntervening; God might have forgiven ſin without any; 


*-bux of the two, he choſe rather to do it with than with- 
< out any,” You quote and point that part of the ſentence 
juſt in the ſame manner, I think, ten or a dozen times 


ia your libel; and often give the like comment upon it : 


As if I intended, that God might, conſiſtently with the ſup- 


—_ of his infinite wiſdom, and his moral perfections, 
(all fommarily comprehended in goodneſs) have forgiven 
- the {ins of men, in a method not wiſe and good, or at 
not ſo wiſe and good as that which he dal choſe. 


a& as did not become ſuch an One ! My expreſſion does 


not arty more ſuppoſe that God might, conſiſtently with 
his perfections, have forgiven the fins of men without the 


atonement of Chriſt, than it does, that he might in any, 
or all other reſpects in general, have ated a part different 
e ee kak cad beſt, 
neither nature nor grace inclining you to bluſh, Mr. Cleave- 
land, when you ſee your perverſeneſs and thus 
| expoſed tothe warld ! If either of them, I am. 


3 i gs. wh Fre 83 anne Lleave | 


udted the ſentence i intire, ;nflead of gen; 


Nor can any thing be faid more hono- 
 rary to the atonement, than that God provided it, becauſe 


; pretend to give my ſenſe thus of the two be choſe 
rather to do it with than without any: Which evidently 

amounts to this, that of the two, God choſe to act as be- 
eme an infinitely wiſe and perfect being, rather than to 


And do you find 


* Mr.C arocland wart” "Fs 
60 G64 chaſe to do it ic 2 ſacrifice, rather thas with- | 
out any? What impudence is this! Did I not plan 
inform you why, both negatively and poſitively, in that 
| part 97 the ſame ſentence, which you ſo e 85 The” 
out: hay 1 © not becauſe 44 was cient in 1 
not ectiy merciful ; but becauſe he was nitely wit 
as 22 Renz; taking ſuch a method herein, y 5 
its nature admirably ke to magnify the law, and make 
it honourable. 15 not this a ſufficient reaſon, that t 
method was infinitely wiſe, and admirably adapted to anfwer 
che moſt important ends in the divine government? What 
would the man have? It might perhaps have pleaſed you, 
it ſeems, have ſo little regard either for wiſdom or 

es or even common honeſty, En writing) if I had 
1d that the atonement had not its fo 


udn in, or riſe 


to ſay it had, is, in your depraved opinion, to caſt inurſ⸗- 
ous afperfions upon it: In which, it is 4 - ve DOPE, that 19 bs 
wiſe and good man will agree with 0 
Bur it ſeems you would farther infer 1 r defign to Mew 
the non· neceſſity of Chriſt's atonement, rom my "rl . 
quoted by you in the laſt- mentioned page. Speaking of 
that paſſage, Heb. II. 9, 10.—1t BECAME TE las Kc. I faid, 
It became his wiſdom, it became his goodneſs There 
was a fitneſs and congruity in it, as the wiſeſt and 
method of ſaving ſinful men, without any kind of refe; : 
* rence to that common, but yet ſtrange ſuppoſition, of 
divine juſtice being intirely diſtind from divine goadnefs,” 
— Therefore, to be ſure, I ſuppoſed there was no moral 
neceſſity of atonement, with reference to divine juſtice in 
any ſenſe ! This is evidently what you deſign to make your | 
readers believe, p. 11. after citing the paſage aforeſaid. 
Now the diſhoneſty of this e divers ways: AG * 
cording to my idea of God's efs, it is an to be 
conſdered as infeparably ages with his 0/Yom ; 
2 regulated thereby in all its operations. It is not 10 : 
ne: meg a Far of blind Inſtinct, or good - nature, 
detached from reafon and right, or 4 regard to fitneſs and 
Napriety. N 14) * thus conſidered, I 
| ſuppoſed 
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Mr. Cleaveland 4 


Ar. 


Aka * it. compri 


© have quoted many 7 polages to this purpoſe, only to pervert 
them; as may appear hereafter. 


© of God to forgive the ſins of men, thro' the ſacrifice of Chri 

- T'did not ſpeak of his goodneſs in the mmon reſtrained 

_ feaſe, bur as including his juſtice ; in a ſenſe analogous to 
that, in which the goodneſs of a wiſe prince or parent in- 
_ cludes | juſtice., 80 chat if the atonement of Chriſt h had any 
> — to goodneſs in this ſenſe, it muſt neceſſarily have 
ſome, indeed a particular reference to juſtice. And this 


evidently appears to have been my meaning, becauſe I 


exprelly ſpeak of it, in the ſame paſſage, as 2 method 


— cmirably adapted to magnify the law, and make it ho- 


norable, &c. which could not be faid with any propriety, 
if the atonement had no reference to juſtice and law. 
What then became of your honeſty. or your ſenſes, Mr. 
 Chaveland, when you wrote as you did? Beſides ; this 
very paſſage, which you have uſed fo villainouſly, is intro- 
0000 ed in a manner, which plainly ſuppoſes J allowed a 
ſort of moral neceſſity of atonement, in order to the for- 
gixeneſs of mens ſins. For it is an anſwer to this ob- 


bor any atonement, upon theſe principles ?—Whereas the 
ſeriptüres con/tantly ſuppoſe the need of it in order to the 
Now, that the ſcriptyres' really ſuppoſe 
- a need, or neceſſity of it in order to our forgiveneſs, I 


Plainly allowed: And accordingly went on to ſhew, whence 


dat need or neceſſity aroſe, upon my own principles; vig. 


that the law of God might be magnified and made honour- 
able; that a juſt ſenſe of his authority, the dignity of his 
\ Taten and government, might be begotten and pre erved 11 
enable creatures; which is evidently beſt 
even for themſelves.” And yet you have-ſuch a front, Mr. 


95 Woes the atonement. of Chriſt. as — 


"Ry? the whole ma chataQteriof 
bl bs even his juſtice. Theſe things you knew; for you 


Lou therefore <Joubrleſs i 
knew, that when J faid, it became the wiſdom and 0 


2 which, I thought, ſome might. ſſibly make againſt | 
8 doctrine delivered by me What occaſion was there 


Cleaveland, as to repreſent me to the world as having in- 
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7 clad. ee 
pur ir 5 * ue rather, a uſed by me with refer ! 


ea this point, that ſeems chiefly to provoke your ſpleen, ; 


pad put you upon fibbing and raging- in ſuch an u 
nner as yon do, Tho” I uſed this harmleſs word but 


once, I think, 500 fall foul of it in ten or à dozen places: 
In all of chem giving a ſpecimen of your ſenſe and honeſty. 
For example, p. 43. you quote, paraphraſe and remark on 
my words thus, verbatim, in order to prove me gullty of 
Ian inconſiſtency ——* He was juſt ſaying, That we are 


* affured in the holy ſcriptures, that God forgives the fins 
of men thro? this great ſacrifice intervening, RATHER 


* than without any.” q. d. He might have done it with- 


out any, there was no abſolute neceſſity of his doing it 


in this way, or not all.” + - * And yet immediately ate 
There was a neceſſity of God's doing it in this way; 


« otherwiſe he 8 a not maintain his own authorit 


« nor the dignity f his laws and government.“ This 


were doubrleſs a very palpable contradiction; ſuch an one 


as few beſides yourſelf could be guilty of, Bur, Mr. 27 8 


Cleaveland, do you not know the old proverb concer 


perſons of a certain very infamous character? — that it N 
behoves them to have a god memory, In the firſt place, 


I neither immediately, nor at all added the words which 


you ſay I did; they are none of mine, tho you have 


formally quoted them as ſuch, in order to fix an ineon- 
22 5 me. In the next place, tho? I had actually 
expreſſed myſelf. in that manner, I ſhould not have been 


guilty of the leaſt inconſiſtency. For I never denied à 
moral neceflity of Chriſt's atonement, in order to God's 


maintaining the dignity of his laws and government, while 


he forgives the fins of men; tho” you have the front to 
inſinuate that I did. T hirdly, your allowing, as you 


here do, that J aſſert there was a neceſſity of God's - 
forgiving the ſins of men thro? Chriſt's atonement, if he 


did it at all; fince © otherwiſe he could not maintain his 
« own authority, Kc. Your allowing this, I fay, mtirely 


overthrows the grand indictment brought againſt me, in 


acai to Dow gd which yu have told ſo many falſe- 
GC. hoods; 


+ oppoſe this was e for, not at all; but 1 follow my copy. 
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| hoods; : viz, By 6: having injuriouſly aſperſed the hin. 
E Chriſt's ſacrifice and atonement, as not being abſolutely 
meceſſary, &e. Unhappy man! I. beg that, at leaſt for 
your own credi t, you would rub up your 3 before 
ou publiſh any more ſlander to the World. 5 | 
Bur I muſt take a little farther notice of your cruel per- 
ſercution of the innocent word rather, againſt which you 
rave thro' ſo great a part of your libel. In p. 77. (a paſ- 
ſage which will be further noticed hereafter, with another 
view) vou introduce me ſaying expreſly, God might have 
© forgiven the ſins of men without any ſacrifice interyening ; if 
Be indeed was rather the beſt and wiſeſt method to forgive 
- * the ſins of men, thro this great ſacrifice of Chriſt in-. 
* teryening, than without any. The eternal rule of right, 
« and the honor and dignity of God's moral law and go- 
vernment, are of f/ ſmall weight, that they did but Ju 
* turn the ſcale in favor of an atonement'---Thele, you 
"hw: you quote as my words; but I will indulge you fo 
far at preſent, as to conſider them only as your paraphraſe 
upon my words, tho? it is beyond diſpute, you intended 
your readers ſhould think them mine. Now the manner 
of your commenting upon the word rather, as uſed by me, 
(c fuppoſing this to be deſigned only as a comment) brings 
to my mind many paſſages of ſcripture, in which the ſame 
word occurs: And I have been thinking what a notable 
_ expoſitor, caſuiſt and divine you would appear, if you was 
to preach or print upon them, obſerving the fame rule and 
method of interpretation, that you have in expounding my 
words. It muſt be hugely edifying to the good people of 
Ipſwich---For example, the Plalmiſt ſays, I had RATHER 
be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than dwell in the 
tents of wickedneſs.” This you might deſcant upon thus 
There was no abſolute, indiſpenſible moral reaſon or 
ground, why holy David ſhould prefer the houſe of God 
do the tents of wickedneſs : But of the two, he rather pre- 
© * ferred the former to the latter. He might have well and 
1 | wiſely choſen. the tents of wickedneſs : The eternal rule 
*of right, the honor of the divine authority and laws, were 
of / gs * that — od but . turn the ſcale in 


1 


"Mr. Cbavelind prove, 
2 6f the holy tabernacle. Mark, O ye ded? children 
of ---====, ye precious ſouls! mark well what a flight, ſu- 
perficial regard this æminent ſaint had to the houſe of 
the place where his honor dwells ; and how little aver- 


give, to think yourſelves in a converted, ſafe eſtate, even 


her fo much as holy David did, little as that was!' Again, i * 


aye Mis ſaid, Fear not them that kill the body, but. are not able 
ng; kill the ſoul: but RATHER fear him that is able to de- 


rive] ſtroy both ſoul and body in hell, The pions Mr. Cleave- 
in- land upon the place, in conformity to his own method of 
ght, interpretation: g. d. It is of very little conſequence which 
go- of theſe you fear: indeed it is of the two rather the wiſeſt 
ju/t and beſt to fear the latter ; but there is'no abſolute, indiſ- 


you penſible obligation to do e; the eternal rule of right, the 


1 ſo dignity of — 's moral law and government are of fo ſmall 


raſe weight, that they do but juſt turn the ſcale : and whether 
ded only your bodies are killed now, or both your ſouls and 
ner bodies are deſtroyed hereaſter, is hardly of any conſe- 


me, * quence At is eaſy to imagine what practical and com- 
ngs orting' uſes you might extract for yourſelf, and dear 
me I chriſtian brethren, from this text ſo interpreted. Again: 


ble It is faid, © Seek not what ye ſhall ear, and what ye ſhall 


was drink, or wherewithal ye ſhall be cloathed: But RATHER 


and ſeek the kingdom of God'---The learned and pious Mr. 
my Cleaveland in Locum, q. d. The kingdom of heaven, righ+ 
of teouſneſs, and life * 2 are indeed of the two rather . 
xx preferable to good eating, drinking and fine cloaths ; this 
the © mult be allowed: But yet, precious ſouls: the difference 
is ſo inconſiderable, that it is not much matter which 


or ye ſeek : the eternal rule of right, &c. are of /o ſmall 


3od weight, that, &c. The excellent practical inſtructions 


re- and conſolations reſulting naturally from ſuch an expo- 
and 8 fition of the place, I need not mention.——Once more: 


rule It is faid, - Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
ere works of - darkneſs; but RATHER reprove them.“ The 


in Warm and zealous, rhe clarified and greatly — 


; 2 
1 5 ; 
. 9 7 


ſion he had to wickedneſs, and the habitations thereof, 
O ye dear ſouls! what glorious encouragement does this 


* tho? you ſhould not love the one, or hate the other quite 5 
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6 © works. of daring and gene or of diſcountenaning 


*  Ceaveland repro ved. 


upon the p rere d. There i is vo ab. 
1 * Sek n your abſt From the 


GLEN ; you may be juſtified and faved without 
yet of the two, it is rather more becoming you 


1 er reprove, than to practiſe and encourage ſuch works, 


This is all that ean be ſaid. The eternal rule of right, 


_— « the honor of ---- the dignity of his laws and government, 


5s ** the credit of chriſtianity in the world, are of % ſinail 
weight, that they do but 70 turn the ſcale, c. What 
t, uſeful and moſt comfortable reflexions might the 


5 2 apoſtle s words afford to ſome people, being thus paraphraſed ? 


IRAVE here taken the liberty, Mr. Cleaveland, to com- 
b ment for you, in your own way : giving the word rather, 


in theſe paſſages, preciſely the ſame ſigniſication and force, 


that yon r given it in my ſermon: Upon which inter- 


| pretation of it, the grand argument of your libel turns. I 


might altogether with as much truth and juſtice ſay, that I 


have delivered your natural, genuine ae of hes ſeveral 
texts, as you can, that you have given mine, in your 

_ - phraſe. Indeed I might add, that by what I have heard 
3 of your wild, ſenſeleſs aud extravagant way of preaching 
WW an times paſt, I can ſcarce doubt but that you have often 
|| +  Expounded ſcripture as ridiculouſly, as licentiouſſy and pro- 
Ill © fagely as you would have done, had you actually para- 
1 Lr thoſe ſeveral paſſages, in the manner before ex- 


ſed, And if you continue in the ſame way, tho' yon 
ile yourſelf V. D. M. a miniſter of God's word ; it ſhould 


| have rather been V. D. "6 a corrupter of his word. Let me 
dad that, by the many groſs falſehoods, and wicked ſlanders 
Au pour libel, ſome of which have been already ſhown, (and 
ll Ware are 


behind) it may be feared, tho I do not affirm, 
that Rs are near as great a corrupter thereof in practice, as 


_ yay ory. in principle or doctrine. 


N far me to ſpend 8 the 


cobweb · reaſonings in the ſecond part of your | 


or and indeed it was my determination from the firſt, not 
| ener aint, a ee, ack a wrong headed and worle- 
vr, ay fr hs tru w in *” 
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MM  Cheaveland' reproved. | | ur "I 


the villainy'cf thi attack upem me. es 5 


fully miſrepreſented my deſign, miſquored/my words in 
fear plate. and put a moſt perverſe oonſtruction upon them 


in others, is, I believe, very apparent to every — and 


n eb, who has ever compared your libel with 5 q 


my ſermons: And if any thing, coming from un, could = 
aſtoniſh me, (except ſober truth, ſolid reaſoning and can- 
dor) after what I have already obſerved in your libel, I 
ſhould be aſtoniſhed at the effrontery which you diſcover 
at the cloſe of your ſaid ſecond head, p. 1 5. * If T have not 
hit upon the Dr's evident bien, I conf it is becauſe I 
can't comprehend him. - What do you mean, pray | by 
not hitting upon, or not comprehending an evident 
If the deſign is evident, who but an idiot could help hitting 
upon, comprehending, or at leaſt in general knowing what it 


is? is That how gud not comprehend my hole deſign, may f 


be true; but that you underſtood more of it, than you was 
willing to own, and knowingly miſrepreſented” it, is appa - 
rent; particularly from your miſquoting, curtailing, mang-» 
{ ling and miſpointing my words, and by your perverſe com- 
menting on the word rather: Whereas had you acted 
honeſtly, ir would have at once appeared to your readers, 
that you was only expoſing yourſelf, by objefling againſt 


my ſermons, in the manner you have done. No one can = 


help hitting upon your deſign, in this way of proceeding z | 
and ſeeing it to be villainous in an high degree. 


pray! — much better a defign had you, in what you 


ſay in the margin of p. 14. about my being: full in the 
« ſcheme -_ leaſt as to the fundamental and leading prin» 
* ciples of it) which the Rev. Preſident Clap, of Yale- 
College, collected out of ſeveral authors, viz. Chubb,” Sc. 
Sc. Kc f I will tell you what ſome ſuppoſe to be at leaſt 
partly your fig, in | trodicing that pamphlet, and thus 
charging me being in the ſcheme therein repreſented » 
vis. ue pour 4 => —— the other 
goyernors of ſaid College; it is peewed 
out ſome years ago; (tho not r — 
N and ſo obtaining, by this diſhoneſt 2 
Roſe deal howoy of yak yo deat 
iris y | 


} 5 . would not, farely, ſo long 


| there are 


your to prove, p. 21. that God cannot lie. 


© : * ” PR” K 
. ». > 
0 # 
* CY 
4 5 p - 
1 2 - * £ 
. - : 
Oo ” 
: 0 


* Me. Cut 'reproved. * 

5 8 ak 0 bine Fok oc this been che caſe, you 
have ſought: 
Tx third head of your libel, from p. 15. to 47. is 


Z 2 p to give a conciſe repreſentation of the doctrine of the di- 


une attributes, together with ſome” of the natural in- 
ferences, as held by proteſtant reformers. This tedious 


5 8 8 medly of inconſiſtencies and abſurdities, which you call 2 


 tontiſe repreſentation, | &c. I take to be the marrow and 
quinteſſence of ſeveral of your old ſermons, reviſed and 


1 tranſcribed upon this occaſion. You appear in moſt parts 


of it to talk without any clear ideas; making as free with 
your Creator, almoſt, as + if you was his equal, or compre- 
hended his-nature as perfectly as he does himſelf. I con- 


fider this e as. your ſyſtem of Griniey; - and a greater piece 


of confuſion and impertinence I hardly ever ſaw. It is 
partly ſuch precious, ſublime j jargon as the wild, rambling 
| Exhorters uſed to entertain the gaping rabble with, ſeve- 


u years ago, when Jou was one of them. Only by 
pears rather more ridiculous, than if it 
were foamed out extempore. I ſhall not miſpend time by 


being printed, it apf 


particularl 1 expoſing it. I do not indeed deny, but that 
everal important, well-known truths ſcattered 


here and there; as particulafly when you ſay, and endea- 


think, you haye much more clearly demonſtrated in many 
places, 2who can, even without deſigning to make it appear. 


Whether you have, or have not done this, even in the next 


page, I leave you and others to conſider. Speaking there 


cf me, you ſay, We may with greater propriety charge 


1 him with a robbing of God, of what he eſteems his glory 
© in excluding the attribute of divine juſtice, Now, 


Mr. Cleaveland, what do you think of ſuch a repreſenta- 


on as this? Did I not often ſpeak of 2 even punitive 


5 5 uſtice; as a part of God's moral character as a branch of 
1s 


eſſential goodneſs, conſidered in connection with infinite 


*% | - wiſdom, a regard to right, fitneſs and propriety, &c? Why 
then would you ſlander me thus, as if I excluded divine 
Juſtice; peel when I ſometimes ſpeak of it, in confor- 


F my to the common method, as 4 2 diſtinct attri- 
„„ 


them in vai 


And yet, I 
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1 ryrass on to the 4th and laſt general head of your MK 


pare your pretended. criticiſms, with my ſermons. ' I am 
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| fa rom denig 6 fence hem againſt » you. - 1 only 
wen de ſhame you, if POR TO vanity and wicked- 
| * neſs, by taking a curſory ſome of your criticiſms. 
This being my chief ai aim, "7 "ſhall ſcarce meddle with any 
T. a ignorance bear the greater 
De bug: almoſt intirely nk ſelf to thoſe of them, 
in which impudence and falſehood are the moſt chnſpi- 
= nous. n briefly mentioned, in which 
3 it will not be eaſy to "io whether the former or 
/ "As to what you NI eenig! my uling the rerms 
une F H ymous ; I fhalt 
only aſk you, What would be the material and preciſe dif- 
| ference between one perſon's ſaying of Mr, Cleaveland of 
iich. That the attribute or property of ſelf-conceit is very 
in him, and another's ſaying that the quality 
al ſelf· conceit is fo ? Which of theſe would be. the greateſt 
compliment, or the moſt accurate way of ſpeaking ? In p. 48. 
you ſpeak of me as having repreſented God as © a com- 
« patend being, made up of as many diſtinct ſelf. exiſtent 
be 4 qualities or parts, as he has divine attributes.” Now 
what rely ſpake pag any you for this, __ 2 paſſage in which 
k expreliy.!pake.o impropriet cribing parts to 
Cod? king of 7 5 * eſſential be or 
God; I add, chat it is * no borrowed or precarious excel 
bin ben * men and angels is in them, but 
| Indeed, one need not aac 


| 155 


FFA d 117 605 
r compound being, made up of eternal, 
«. equally neceſſary, felf · exiſtent parts: And tho theſe — . 
n e readers ſuch a 
Ba „ 5 
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repreſentation of my doctrine, if yu had ondeifibod 
rhe matetial AiinRion which l before mentioned to you; 
| that between Hing and criticiſing? If you take theſe for 
ſnonimous terms, I do not wonder'that you think yourſelf 
a very maſterly critic. = Thus you father your own 
nonſenſe and =o pant be 55 me ; ne n en 5 
declared opinion. | 
The next of your crificiſint which 1 mall rake notice 
of, is this, That I ſomelimes ſpeak of juſtice as a parti⸗ 
colar moral attribute of God, diftin& from goodnefſs 


r r 


and at other times ſpeak of it as one branch of his eſſentiab 
' | goodniefs.. Your cri about this, make ſo great. æ part 
: of your libel, that there is no occaſion to refer to any 
: particular place. I explained © myſelf fo far, reſpecting 
a this matter, that no intelligent, candid perſon could mi- 
f take my meaning. For it is evident that when I ſpake 


of jaſtice in God, as diſtinct from goodneſs or benevolence 
in the common reſtrained ſenſe; I conſidered i it as no 
other wiſe diſtinct therefrom in him, than it is in a wife 
and good man, whether a parent or a prince. It is com- 
mon to ſpeak of juſtice in man, as à moral virtue diſtinet 
from charity or love, which is frequently ſpoken of as 
another moral virtue. And yet it is certain that love or 
charity, conſidered in the largeſt, or moſt comprehenſive. 
ſenſe of it, includes, not only juſtice, but all other moral 
and ſocial virtues. - The apoſtle Paul often ſpeaks of 
charity in this comprehenſive fenſe ; but moſt expreſsly, . 
Rom. XIII. 8, 9. A paſſage, af; which if you had 
had any tolerable underſtanding, you could ſurely never 
have cavilled in the manner you have dene * Owe no 
man any thing, ſays be, but to love one another. For 
he that /oveth another, hath fulßlled the law. For this, 
Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, Fhou ſhalt not ſteal, 
Thou ſhalt not bear filſe witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet; 
and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprebended in this faying, namely, Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf.* Pray, learned Sir, is not 
2 mage often ſpoken of: a9 a particular” moral virtue 
=23 in 
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in np as if it were in ſome bort Mlle from Wir 


nierch, or from charity; and vice verſa ?' And yet does 


not the apoſtle here ſpeak of that commandment; loving 
vur neighbours as our ſelves, as ſummarily comprebending 
all the commandments of the ſecond. table? and conſe- 

_- quently juſtice? And are not chriftian magiſtrates and 
. - parents bound, by that comprebenſive command which the 


I apoſtle. ſpeaks of, When under ſtood in its proper extent, 


even to puniſh their ſudjects and children reſpectively, for 
che good of thoſe that do evil, or for the warning and be- 
"velit of others? But your narrow, dark and groveling 
mind can perhaps have no conception of puniſhment 
proceeding from love, or from any thing beſides a ſpirit 
of revenge. Not that I by any means exclude the hatred 


of ſin or vice, as if it had not, or ought not to have 
any place in him that puniſhes it; whether it be God or 
man- All the nugatory, flimzy ratiotionations and criti- 
ciſms which you have adduced, reſpecting my ſometimes 
ſpeaking: of juſtice as if it were a diſtin moral attribute 
of God, and at other times of goodneſs as if it compre- 
hended juſtice, and all divine moral attributes, would 
hold —.— good againlt the apoſtle Paul's account of 
charity, and its various branches. When once you have 
enough of wiſdom, and of the ſpirit of chriſtianity, to. 
conceive how love is the fulfifling nay the law; or how all. 
morah, ſocial virtues are ſummarily comprehended and 


_ enjoined in this ſaying, Thou Halt love thy neighbor as 
thy felf; you will no longer be at any loſs ro underſtand 
what I mean, when I ſpeak of divine juſtice and divine 
gaodneſs in the manner I do; nor be ſo captious as to 
object againſt it as an inaccuracy or inconſiſtency. Whe- 


ther your criticiſms upon this head chiefly proceed from 
wgnorance, or from malice and vanity, I will not pretend 


to determine: But, that there is a great deal of both dif- 
covered therein. is undeniable. And you may if you pleaſe, 
in the next place try your critical ſkill upon the apoſtle 
Paul; and endeavour to ſhew that he did not underſtand 
himdelfs but wrote e ere and — > 1 
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deſcending to reaſon with a man, whom I was — to 


\reprove and chaſtize as a captis us, conceited wrangler, & c. 


That you! deſerve no better a character than this, 1is 


"Farther evident. from what you offer page 50, 51: in or- 
der to ſhew me guilty of an inconſiſtency, becauſe, tho 
I ſpoke of the goodneſs. of God as infinite, without 
meaſure, without bounds; yet I afterwards ſpoke of ĩt 
as directed, controuled and regulated by infinite cd in 

all its operations; in oppoſition, to its being a fort of 


blind inſtinct, or good- nature, detached from reaſon 


and right, or a regard to fitneſs and propriety.” With 


reference to which: you ſay, What is coptrouled and 


regulated, Ithought was bounded and limited! A great 


deal of the like critics! ſtuff is in the pages aforeſaid. So 


that, in your ſage opinion, if the divine goodneſs is di- 
rected, controuled and limited by infinite wiſdom in its 


operations; and always to be conſidered in connexion 
therewith, in oppoſition to its being a mere blind inflin?, 
it muſt be bounded and lim ted, and therefore finite. And 


if you here mean any thing, in oppoſition to me, it muſt 


be this, that God cannot at once be infinite both in wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs ; for if infinite wiſdom regulates good- 


neſs, the latter, ſay. you, mull be * be unced and limited!” 


The ſame way of reaſoning, or rather of | oY trifling, 

might be applied to the power of Ged. I ſuppoſe ali 
are agreed | in general, that the power of God is exerciſed 
acc rding to, or regulated by his infioite wiſdom ; not 
exerted at random; If ſo, according to you, great Critic! 


God's power cannot be infinite, * v.ithout  meaſ:-re, 


* without bounds :? becauſe you always thought, that 


what is directed, controuled and re oulated, even tho' it 


be only by infinite wiſdom, is bounded & limited,“ and 


therefore f1:1ce— What but the moſt Rupici ignorance, or 
the blindeſt rage and malice, could lead you to critige in 


this manner ? So defirous are you to prove me guiity of. 


inaccuracies and inconſ⸗ fencies, that you will run yourlelt 


inte Seim, or what is next akin to it, by Geny;og, in 
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2 Mr. Cleveland e 
de, that God can be bart infotely wiſe and waste r fe 
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With the ſame pions intention Gobeleg it is, that you || tag 

| <4 milquote my words, p. 57. That the truly great, no- will 
bie and excellent end whith'a good God has in view,” b 
| Sc. Theſe are none of my words, tho? you quote and t 
| comma them as if they were. You alſo miſquote mie * « 
It p38. where ſpeaking of me, you ſay, — He argues thus An 
|. to prove punitive juſtice to be a branch of goodneſs, vis. tha 
| God's end muſt be either poſitively good, or poſitive- | yo! 
| Ty bad ; if it be the creatures happinels, it is poſidively | 8g 
| good; if it be the creatures miſery, it is poſitively dad ani inß 
| - cruel,” &. &c. —Now the? you mark theſe words as a dec 
| quotation from me; 'E aſſert that they are none of mine. om 
| And in that paſſage in my ſermon, which comes the | Mr 
neareſt to them, (not very near) p go. 1 was not ſpeak- | | 

| | ing concerning punitive juſtice, as a branch of goodneſ; © £77 
|| but of the almoſt infinite variety of God's worls, or of bar 
q the univerſe ; and the end thereof Why will you fib fo, || an) 
Mr. Cleaveland ? You diſcover your diſhoneſty again, p. cro 

60. where you ſay, Loet us ſce how the Dr. reconciles | uni 

* God's leaving the heathen world to unavoidable and e- the 

* ternal miſery, with his being actually kind and merci- int 

© ful to all.” You then pretend to give my ſolution of Pat 

this difficulty; adding with an uamannerly ſneer A Is 1 

* ſatisfaftory anſwer this l This is enough to fatisfy | fen 

© Gme ] trow ?—Bat, you know, I did not allow the dif 

| truth of the ſaid ſuppoſition about - the heathen world ; m 
| nor pretend to ſhew its conſiſtency with God's e oodneſi cri 
| to all. It was therefore knavith in you ts give ſuch a re- mi 
Mm preſentati »n of the matter, faving, Let us ſee how the WO 
e Dr reconciles, &c. But it ſeems almoſt as eaſy for the anc 
Flbicpian to change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots, as no' 

| for you that have hren fo accuſtomed to miſrepreſentation anc 

| and fab bing, to write, apd repreſent things fairly. TBE jay 
| are at your dirty work again, in ſeveral pages following 


ang particularly page 67. where you ſay, * In p. 45 -44 
. Dr. PRO 0 teh, how Gad BECAME infinitely, per- 
ä | „ feli 


” * 
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7 * fealy good, Kc. This is another infamouſly Fae re- 
preſentation. What I endeavoured to ſhew in the paſ- 
| | tage to which you refer, is not how God ghegame ace 
, - | wiſe or good; but, as it is there expreſſed, that GOd 
| being fabpaſed all-knowing, jndependent and almigh- 
ty, the abſolute perfection of his goodneſs may be de- 
* duced from hence, &c.* i. e. Clearly argyee or inferred. 
I Andl expreſly guarded againſt the impious ſuppoſitioa, 
I that God is not ezerne/ly and neceſſarily good. Now are 
you, or are you not an impudent flanderer, for publſh- a 
ing to the world, that I preſume to tel] bow God g ere 
infinitely good, &c. only becauſe I ſhewed an eternal, 1 
neceſſary gonnexion between omniſcience, independency, 
omnipotence and goodneſs? Is this criticizing or ing, 5 
Mr. Cleaveland ? For onc-, let conſcience ſpeak, N * 
But I now proceed to take notice of a wonderful — 
criticiſm indeed: I mean one of the moſt impudent. 
barefac'd and execrable pieces of forgery that, I N Fi 
any man ever commited, without being pillor'd oer 
cropp'd, or ſuffering ſome other infamous puniſhment; Wo 
unleſs where proof of the fact was wanting, as it is not in 2 
the preſent cafe. You have pretended to cite from me, 7 
in the moſt formal manner, a long paſſage, part of three 
pages in your libel, not a ſingle compleat ſentence of which 
is mine. You have, indeed, taken two or three ſcraps of 
ſentences from my fermons, here and there, at many pages 
diſtance ; fill'd them up with your own nonſenſe and 
impiety; put all in ſuch an order as beſt ſuited your 
critical defgn, and-palmed the whole upon the world as wb 
mine, without the leaſt diſtinction; I mean as my ver 
words: And all this, in order to ſhew my #naccuracies Wo 
and inconſiſtencies | For, your utter confuſion, I ſhall 1 
now ſet this piece of wickedneſs in folio before your eyes, =! 
and the eyes of the world, Page 76 and onwards, you 
jay thus, vervatim— — 
But I muſt not paſs from this without taking Gs 
notice of the Dr's eaopſiſteney, or rather inconſiltency : 
: ar HE, A good God from his punitive e 


66 is 
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_ A Cbrfvch of his adore: may be Gli to puniſh 
1 tranſgreffors, 
_ «© of the honour of God's violated commandments, - and 
tlie dignity of his moral government —Chriſt ſuffered 


for the ſupport 2 order, right, &c. or 


«© from punitive juſtice, and was numbered with tranſ- 


* preffors (tho? he was without fin, a lamb without blemiſn 


wy and without ſpot, for he ſuffered the juſt for the un- 
juſt) when he made atonement by his blood, and there- 


by ſupported the honor of God's violated command- 
% ments, and the dignity of his government, in ſuch 


« fort that guilty ſinners might be pardoned conſiſtently 
« with the eternal rule of right; but tho' God may from 
© punitive juſtice be obliged to puniſh ſinners for the 


* Ader of order, right, Kc. and when he puniſhed 
« Chriſt, the juſt for the unjuſt, it was to ſapport the 
< honor of his violated laws, and the dignity of his go- 


«© yernment, and that-guilty ſinners might be. pardoned 


© 6gnfiſtently | with the eternal rule of right : Yet Chriſt's 


. ſufferings were without any kind of reference to divine 


« juſtice to ſatisfy that, for this is abſolutely irreconcilable 


« with Chriſt's dying the juſt for the unjuſt, as conſe- 


« quential to, and the effect of, God's Jove, mercy and 
grace, And tho? punitive juſtice in God, regarding 
| < the eternal rule of right, and the ſupport of the honor 
+ and dignity of God's laws and moral government, in 
order that we guilty ſinners might be pardon'd con- 
4. liſtently there with; obliged God to lay on Chriſt the 
4% iniquities of us all, and to bruiſe the ſon of his love in 


c“ our ſtead: Yet there was no abſolute neceſſity of 
« Chriſt's atonement in reference to juſtice being ſatisfied 
e thereby, ſuch idea of divine juſtice muſt be wholly 
* and forever excluded; God might have forgiven the 


< fins of men without any ſacrifice intervening; indeed, 
fit was ral ber the beſt and wiſrſt method to forgive the 
5+ ſins of men, thro' the great ſacrifice ofChriſt's interven- 
e ing, than without any. The erernal rule of right, 
* and the honor and dignity of God's moral law and 
T. . government are of ſo {mall * that they did but 


Juſt 


A c BE 6, 


* reſult was, that Chrift was to make an attonement by 


. ſuffering the penalty of the law at the hands of puni- 


e tive Juſtice, yet this. muſt be without any kind of 
« reference to divine juſtice, to farisfy that. — 


O Doctor can! God the Judge of all the earth, require 


an atonement to be made, it he is not offended? And 
can he be offended, and yet not juſtly offendedꝰ 


O Mr. Cleaveland! can you read theſe laſt words of | 


your own, without trembling ? Do not your knees ſmite 


one againſt the other, when you reflect on your own 


falſchood and villainy, particularly in the pretended long 


| citation from me, immediately foregoing ? All that long 


paſſage, which I have here marked with double commas, 


is ſo marked, and ſtands exactly thus in your libel. It is 
alſo introduced by you in the moſt formal manner, as a 
quotation from me, with theſe words preceding, Says 
H' — Nor is there the leaſt room to doubt, but that 


you intended your readers, who were unacquainted with 
me and my fermons, ſhould believe you had extracted 


this paſſage from them, word for word. Muſt they not 


neceſſarily have ſuppoſed ſo, if they had been ſo credu- 


lous as to think you a man of any truth, honor or con- 


ſcience? And yet you know in your own conſcience, if 


you have any, that this is a piece of right down forgery; 
that not one intire ſentence of all this gallimafry or hotch 


potch, is mine. Is not the worſt fort of lying and ſlan- 
dering, that of writing, and publiſhing to the world 


| kyown falſhoods, 1 injurious to the reputation of another ? 


It is well, Mr. Cleaveland, if you have not, ſooner or later, 
great reaſon to Wiſh, that you had never learnt even to 
Write; in which caſe your guilt might probably have been 


leſs chan it is. For you could not poſſibly have uſed me 
in ſo injurious a manner with your tongue, tho' ſet on 


fire of hell, and walking thro“ the earth, as you have 
done by writing and publiſhing this libel z which may be 


I farther abroad than you — have been per. 
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:«-juſt turn the ſcale in favour of an atonement to be 
Þ te for ſin, by the facrifice of Chriſt: And tho? the 
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32 Mr. Cleavelana. reproved. 


receiving yo 
ſtrife in my breaſt between indignation againſt, and pity 


mittel to tumble in perſon, without being taken up, and 
ur dus Arte I find, on An ene . 


for, a per ſon ſo loſt to all fenſs of honor, virtue and re- 
bgion, as to be capable of ſuch a piece of wickedneſs as 
this ls it not as cy to prove one man as another guilty 
of inconſiſtencies, in your way ? + a e Locke, 


Clarke or Butler; as a Cleaveland ! 


--Another inſtance of groſs prevarication, and eren pro- 


 fanevefe in you, I find p. 70, fo ſoon after this. After 
ng fomething which I had ſaid concerning the goods 
nets of God to his creatures in general, in puniſhing wick» 
ed men hereafter, by way of example and terror; you. 
wickedly: wreſt my words, as if I had ſaid, that he would 
therein be good and merciful even to thoſe whom he 


will deſtroy, ſoul and body in bell. For thus you expreſs 
yourſelf I have no apprehenſion that fender mercy it- 


ſelf will manifeſt and exerciſe itſelf /owards the wicked 
© ew their tarrible puniſhment in the other world How _ 
tender mercy 5 the mferable is manifeſted, in making 


© the thiferable as miſerablè as they can be, by executing 
© puniſhment upon hem for their fins — is beyond my 


«. apprehenſion l. I believe, if the Dr. was to ſuffer the 
© puniſhment 6f hell, he would have no diſcovery at all 
© of the tender mercy of God towards bim in ſuch a 


terrible puniſhment. I pray God that neither of us 


may ever know what that puniſhment is, by experien- 
cing the ſame in the other world.“ P. 79, 80. Mr. 
 Chaveland, you know in your own foul, that you here 


pervert. my words and meaning. And are you not 


_ aſhamed and afraid to trifle thus upon fo tremendous a 
ſubject, in order to prove me guilty of an inaccuracy, or 


insonfiftency ? Do you really believe there is any hell 


for wieked men O particularly a late burning with fire 
and hrimſtone, in which all liurs are to bave their part ? 
If you do, it appears to me that you are chargeable with 
the: worſt and moſt unaccountable kind of inconſiſtency, in 
miſ-repreſenting; and falſifying my ſermons, in the manner 
you have done; and particularly as to this point — 


But 


% 


___ 
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Mr. Cleaveland reproved. 33 


But till you go on to fib egregiouſly for many pages 
together, in 6d to ſhew me inconſiſtent with myſelf. 
I ſhall only glance at a few: particulars more. You give a 
ſad example of the ſin that does ſo eaſily beſet you, p. 87. 


with reference to what I faid concerning an unwarran- 


table expreſſion of Mr. Calvin, in his commentary on my 
text. You there ſay, * The Dr. places in the margin of 
p. 83 and 84. a paſſage of the learned Mr. Calvin, con- 
* cerning the reprobate, and ſays, That a certain decree 


« of reprobation was the known opinion of that learned 


« man”, Theſe words are there marked by you with double 
commas, as if they were mine, tho” they are not. Upon 
which you immediately go on thus, And adds, © A ſenti- 


ment at once unſupported. by reaſon or ſcripture ; pay 


«©. contrary to both,” &c. 'Theſe words are mine; but 
you here miſrepreſent me, as denying any * certain 
| decree of reprobation'. This will appear to any one wha 


conſults the paſſage, to which you refer. After quoting 
Mr. Calvin's words, J obſerved that they naturally import, 
That there are many perſons who, by a ſuppoſed eternal 


* decree of reprobation, are abſolutely precluded from the be- 
« nefit of pardon, or the grace of God revealed to the world. 
* This was the known opinion of that learned man: A ſen- 
* timent, at once unſupported by reaſon or ſcripture?, &c. 
Now why could you not quote truly and fairly, Mr. 
Cleaveland ? Can you give any other reaſon for it, than 
that it is more agreeable to your depraved mind to fb, 


cavil and miſrepreſent, than to ſpeak truth? You go on to 


exerciſe your talent, and to ſhew whoſe child you are, in 
the ſame page; where you ſay,— The Dr. Hates the 
doQrine* (i. e. as you evidently mean, the Calvini/tic doe- 
trine of reprobation) in an objection; but diſcovers hims 
ſelf diſingenuous and abuſive in the manner of bis „at- 


ing it; and then vents his indignation againſt the doc- 


* trine*, &c. Now it is falſe, that I ſlated either the 
ſcripture—or the Calviniſtic doctrine of reprobation, in the 


place to which you refer, Serm. p. 66. May not one ſpeak N 


of the abſurd, impious notions which ſome perſons have 
of reprobation, but you muſt preſently take it to your 
ſelf, or fay this was aimed againſt the Calvini/ts ? even 
—_ 5 =” tho 
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$7 0 you deny they hold it in the mapner expreſſed! 
hes; 1b 1 | 


hae fruly done ſo. 


any perſons 7ea/ly ho 


P. 97, by app! 


n T 


1 


ges; L did not tay, thaf any acwaliy beld the impions 
dodrine, which I there, fpalſe of; tho, 
L pake with 


. 


aſſurance, 


1 hope- there ate bur 


#1} 


have foch frong and fad marks of reprobation upon them, 


29a certain man whom 1 could name to you but one, 
_ . to whom you are a great /?ranger, tho? it nearly concerns 
= Ne an intimate acquaintance. with him. — _ 


for i: And what is this, but fibbing, for hbbing's fake? 


#7. T-Y 


ſorry if Joy, have ſo little conſcience, as to feel no re- 


after . baſe and diſingenuous condu 
Fo 


& +0 


me reſpects different conceptions from my 


own, about (juſtice as a branch of goodneſs, and the 
atonement. of Chriſt, to thoſe who hold that, infants are 


juſtly 


* 
9 * 


ie done 1 great cavtioh, becauſe 1 
would not. needleſly give offence to any: Saying,—, © If 
_ any perſons Teal 1 ſuch a doctrine', &c. And even 
you, V r. Clegveland, with all your uncommon ſtock of 
| Ei nce, will not date openly. to aſſert the doctrine of 5 
reprobarion, in the ſenſe there denied by me. Are you not 
then an infolent cayiller, ' talk at the rate you do here ? 
_ 1 ew, perſons in tbe world, who. 
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W ly Fable to eternal torments ; This you do, in order 
ro ſhew an inconſiſtency in me. You captioully and falſe- 


ly reprefent what I fay upon theſe different points, thus 
He has a high veneration for many of Us, as w/e and 
excellent men, that are to be fpitied" as perſons of a ſadly 

de praved judgment.” Many of us Ito be ſure, os," 1 
wiſe and excellent men are ſpoken of! Many fuch T 
know, but. who art thou, Mr. Preewltod Do you think 
this diſcovers your ſagacity or your impudence —What- 
ever others are, yet that you are a perſon, not only of a 
ſadly depraved judgment, but heart alſo, is very manifeſt ; 
And if you ein any thing, it is in what al] wiſe 
and good men of every denomination, greatly detgſt and 


* 


nr”, af l 15 
I muſt next rebuke you for your irre verenee and pro- 


fanity in ſpeaking of the great God, p. 101. Vo there 


fay, Why may'nt the judgment of God — be a juſt 
and righteous judgment? The Dr. will not fay, it was 
* the effect of a ſadly de praved judgment in the Almighty Y 
] take no notice of the nonJen/e of this; (that being ſo 13 
common with you, and your libel ſo much below eriti- 1 
ciſm): But you are very culpable for your impiety in 
ſpeaking of the ALMiGHTx in this light, fleering, floutigg 8 
manner: Shewing a want of due reverence to him, as 13 
well as of all decorum and good manners in your treat- "I 
ment of me, Rudencſs and infolence towards man, nh 
Mr. Cleaveland, tho? inexcuſeable, are harmleſs in com- 
” I priſon of impiety to God. I fear yon have forgotten, or 


| never learut the third commandment. I therefore adviſe 12 
| you to think ſeriouſly of, and to remember it. Men of 


your ſtamp, are generally much too free with their Maker, 
You are guilty of another falfehood, at leaſt an implicit 
one, when ſpeaking of original fin, you ſay, p. 101. 
* Henee the Dr. does not fate the doctrine right, when 
* he ſays, without any offence of their own”. You 
; know I neither ated, nor attempted to /?ate that doftrine; 
tho“ I mentioned what I rake to be one great error rela» by 
tive thereto; viz. that infants; before actual ſin, are jultly "i 
liable to etgrnal torments. And you doabtlefs deſigned 
o impoſe upon your readers, Y ſpeaking of my f2ttng 


ihe doctrine, &c. | : Fre po of Thus | 


F Thus I have produced a fpecimen of your.way of 
"= criticiſing. I have let paſs innumerable ſcurrilous reflexi- 
dns, as well as ſenſeleſs remarks on my ſermons; ſcarce 
taking notice of any thing in your libel, but what betrays 


the falſehood and wickedneſs of your heart. Mere non- 


ſenſe and abſurdity I can overlook ig you 5 but for 


Four diſhoneſty you ought to be rebuked, and that before 
,; becauſe your fin, in this reſpect, is public ; yon have 


' proclaimed: it yourſelf. However, before I proceed to 
adminiſter the more general correction which J intend for 
you. I muſt take notice of one very ſingular piece of in- 
| folence in your 104th page. After fo much falſehood and 
forgery, abuſe and calumny, you have the front to give 
me a Caution, not to throw dirt at you — * If the Dr, 

| _ « ſhall think proper to make any reply', &c.— it is juſtly 
V expected, that he will not debaſe his noble powers, by 
i * raking together, and throwing dir! — What matchleſs im- 
pudence is this! Whether you ſpeak of my noble pow- 
ers, by way of irony, as I conclude from the whole 
tenor of your libel, or by way of compliment, is. a matter 
of great indifierence to me. JI equally deſpiſe your 
_ clowniſh, unmannerly ſneers and ſcoffs, and your panes 
gyricks. Or rather, the compliments of fo inſignificant, 
| falſe a perſon, as you appear to be by this libel, 
would be more nauſcous and diſhonourable to me than 
your fouleſt invectives; which are, in one reſpect, the 
Lioheſt encomiums -that you can beſtow. And yet, for 
your own fake, I am ſorry you ſhould diſcover ſo much 
inſolence, and cauſeleſs virulence againſt me, (tio crown 
all the reſt) as to caution me againſt throwing dirt at you. 
You was doubtleſs conſcious, that you deſerved a ſevere 
chaſtiſement. But know, unhappy, ſhameleſs man! that 
to adminiſter proper reproof and correction to ſuch an one 


as thou art, is not throwing dirt! And tho' the chaſtizing 


a Therſites is not thought a matter of much glory; yet 


at leaf}, if not eventually to the brawling, wrangling 
Vretch himſelf, who is the ſubject of the diſcipline. 
M.. Cleaveland, your guilt is really great, v 


. 3 
| _ and it's proper you ſhould be made ſenũble of it, What 


— 
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it has ever been accounted a uſeful ſervice to the public 
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- it really amount to any thing more than this? I think 

e divine juſtice is comprehended in divine goodneſs, in a way 

$ analogous to that in which juſtice, and all other ſocial vir- 

- tues are comprehended in the love of our neighbour : 

r || you think it is not. I think God Ry the ſins of men, 

e thro? the atonement of Chriſt, . becauſe this was wiſeſt and 

e | - beſt; what moſt became 2God of infinite wiſdom and good- 

o | neſs: you ſeem to think otherwiſe, I do not think God has 

r | decreed to damn men, but for their unrepented fins; neither 

I» dare you aſſert that he has, tho' you have reviled me with 

d reference to this matter. I do not think it conſiſtent with 

e | juſtice to make infants eternally miſerable, ſolely on ac- 

r. count of the firſt tranſgreſſion: you think it is. This is 

y | the ſum of the matter. And do you, can you ſuppoſe 

y | my ſentiments in theſe reſpects, as expreſſed in my ſer- 

. mons, a ſufficient foundation for repreſenting me to the 

= world as an enemy to ſome of the meſt important prin. 

e eiples of the chriſtian religion !—Or can it be a 8 to 

: any religion, to repreſent it as mainly founded on ſuch. 

ir rinciples as I denied ! You reproach chriſtianity by doing 

_ £ bo whatever you may imagine. VVV 

t, Beſides; if I was erroneous in any of theſe reſpects; 

3 yet how unwarrantable a method have you taken? In your 

n very firſt page, the civil epithets you give me, are, bold 

E and dogmatical And are not palpable falſehoods, miſquo—- 

or trations aud forgeries, in order to give the world an il! 

h | opinion of the principles, and to hurt the reputation of 5 

n any one, very heinous ſins? You and I, Mr. Cleaveland, . 

u. know very well who has done theſe things —!]s not a good Bu 

e name rather to be choſen than great riches? If ſo, your 

at endeavouring, by repeated falſehoods proved upon you. 

Ne and the moſt vile arts, to repreſent me to the world as an 

g impious fool and madman, is certainly a much more hei: 

et nous ſin, than to have ſtolen a great treaſure from me, or 1 

ic taken it from me on the high-way, I really think tbe 

g ſin you have been guilty of, in writing and publiſhing this 
libel, far. greater than either of theſe, or to have burnt 

; my houſe, would have been. Nor have I reaſon to thin. 

at you would refrain from doing me any Kind of miſchief 
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ds pour power, nk more 2 by dz; ah, 

wan either by the fear of God, or à principle of ag 
The injury would bave been great, in my opinion, if you 
| had palned upon the world any thing of your own _ 
ing, as mine, even tho' you had done your be/? : 
is it then, to palm upon it, as mine, what you wrote . 
vou did your worſt ; crowding together as much folly, 
dcontradiction and impiety, as even you could get into ſo 
narrow a compaſs ! This is what you have done, more 
3 in that long piece of forgery beginning p. 76 
of your libel. Now ſuppoſe any ſhould be fo unac- 2 
qusinted with my principles, and ſo ignorant of you, as to r 85 
think you fair and honeſt in your citations, and in the Cp 
repreſentations you have given of my ſermons ; as poſſibly "= 
ſome may be: What opinion muſt they have of me ?— Spe 
Such an one, do you imag ine, as they would have from | 

. reading thoſe ſermons ene How would you like, 


Mr. Cleaveland, to be treated in this manner yourſelf ?— _ -M 
Make the caſe your on. If your conſcience is not | # 
ſeared as with an hot i iron, you muſt feel great anguiſh 1 
therein: Or if that is paſt feeling, ſtil] your anxiety muſt h 
be great, unleſs you are alſo loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, 1 
d regard for your reputation. ST 
- You undoubtedly ſinned againſt light. For you 1 = Ag 
edge p. 8. 55 inadvertently, but certainly unluckilyx be * 
for von) that [ying and unfaithfulneſi are as really moral : b 
evils, as unkindneſs or unmercifulnefs.'— How then could £ h 
you miſrepreſent and falſify my ſermons ſo notoriouſly; at 12 
once abuſing me and the world, after ſuch a conceſſion as ” 
this! Is it becauſe you think lightly of moral evils ; or ima- can 
nd practice of them conſiltent with a /ta:e of grace ? In, 
and that your orthodoxy will cover all But if ſuch things 4 You 
are really moral evils,even you muſt own, it is RATHER beſt of Pee 
| the two, that men ſhould abſtain from them; even the* you _ 
ſhould ſuppoſe it not abſolutely neceſſary inordepto ſalvation. 4 
I do not pretend exactly to know your ſentiments upon theſe We 
ints; But if the eternal rule of right, and God's mara . 
1 and government are of ſo ſmall wake that they do but ws 


1. e e e favour of wn and! dap, in op- — 4 
. poſitian V. 
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poſition to ſying and unfairhfulneſ+ ; yet ſince they actually 


turn it, I ſee not but that you muſt be ſelf· condemned up 
your own principles. And whereas you fay, that theſe are 
as certainly moral evils, as untindneſi or utmercifulneſs 5 1 
muſt remind you, that if you are guilty of the fortner, you” 
are certainly. guilty of the latter alſo, For what could be 
more unkind or unmerciful in you, than to father your own- 
nonſenſe and impiety upon me — And this; not when you | 
did your beſt, but worſt! How nnmerciful, as well as falſe+ 


P 
„ 


and perfidious. was this, Mr. Cleaveland ! 7 +06” = 
| You are the more inexcuſeable fot this-ontrageons aſſkult* — 7! 
upon me,. becauſe of the cautious manner in which 1 bk 
expreſſed myſelf as to divine juſtice and goodneſs, and the bs 
atonement ;, (which are the chief ground of your quarrel.) ny 
Speaking, of divine juſtice as ineluded in goodneſs and of m ñ 
intention briefly to explain my-ſelt on that point, I fad, 
This I would do, at onee with all reverence to God, ant = 
with all due reſpect to thoſe who have different conceptions. 473 
F the matter „ Ser m. p. 20. Again, p. 24. From whence, 
I chink, (tho! it doth not become a mortal man to ſpeak 
conſfidentiy in ſuch caſes) that it follows, Fhat there is nee 
really in the great and glorlous God, any ſuch diſtiunction 
betwixt goodneſs and juſtice, as has been objected againſt? 
Again, referring to the ſame point, and to what I had beem 
briefly ſayidg about atonement; it is ſubjoĩned - Tho? 
by the way, theſe things are not ſaid by me, but wirle as 
high veneration for thoſe many wiſe and excellent men, 
who either have, or ſeem to have, different conceptions. 
* of this matter.” p. 65. Was not this peaceable, modeſt and 
candid ; tho? you may call it bold and dogmaticat* ? Had 
J not a right to ſpeak my ſentiments upon theſe points ? I 
you diſliked them, could you not content yourſelf with 
preaching. your own-? Or if you muſt needs pabliſh them; 
would it not have been more decent and expedient for you 
to do it, without engaging im perſonal comroverfy with mie? 
Would not any valuable end whith you could propoſe to 
yourſelf, have been anſwered as well, tho' you had never 
mentioned my name? There was; as I am well informed, 
but one copy of my ſermons in your pariſh ; and that i 
il bands, that there was no danger of its being lent about 


* 
"> 


* * 


LAY 


* 


* 


% ro s * 
' 1 7 a £ * — 
q | 

* 


4 ' 


© 
3 

1 
1 : 
5 

® * 
+ B 

Wo 


1 
3 x 


i 


| 


i Afign, you was reſolved to go on, and take- your revenge, - 


2 % 


rches was upon you; and that it was incumbent. 
on you, I ſay, upon you? to ſtand up in defence of the moſt = 


If. Smportant principles of religion againſt me, (while © our di- 


vines of indiſputable ability were way” ſhould you not 
at leaſt have paid a ſtrict regard to truth, decency and moral 


Moreover : this furious attack appears to have pro- 


1 


=. ceeded from malice i ay oft it was a deliberate piece of 


wickedneſs. Your libel, by the many references, quota- 
tions, miſquotations, and ſtudied perverſions which it con- 
tains, ſhews a great deal of malicious pains in the author; 
and; as confufed and immethodical as the compoſition is, 
I ſcarce ever ſaw one more fo) J conjecture it muſt have 


employed a perſon of your abilities near half a year in the 


 _ writing: And even after it was finiſhed, it lay by ſeveral 
months, before you could get either man or angel to help 

 _ this lame offspring of your brain into the pool, I mean the 
pPreſi; there having been, as I am informed, but one ſub- 


Eo ſcriber for your libel in Boſton, Here you had time for 


recollection: And this want of ſubſcribers was an hint to 
Fou, tho! you would not take it, to deſiſt from your wick- 
ed purpole ; as it ſhew'd that you had not the public ap- 
probation. Beſides : there were extracts from my ſermons 
publiſhed in the ſame paper with your propoſals ; plainly 
ſhewing the iniquity of your undertaking, as to the main 
point But perſiſt you would and did; even tho? you was 
forced to come under obligation yourſelf, to take off about 
half the whole impreſſion, (for want of ſubſcribers) be- 


fore you could per ſwade the printer to undertake this dirty 


job. A charge which, I ſuppoſe, you was ill able to bear; 
tho poſſibly your prudent intention was, to ſell theſe copies 

to your pariſhoners at a moderate advance; I know not 
In the mean time, it is ſaid; you took a journey of more 
than 20q miles, into Connecticut, in order to get a degree 
from that College, in which, for ſome — reaſons, it 
was thought improper for you to ſtay the uſual time; — that 
5 yo might gratify your vanity, and recommend your libel, 
by annexing A. M. to your name. But failing in this de- 


* 


by 


8 4 . 


- * & * * P * * T "Is A 4 "I "FF 7 . 
* 6 hag” & ap ” NI en N r R 9 r Denn n ox „ a 1 
N . a 0 a 8 9 ” by 8 7 7 * 9 7 rf 1 * a — 1 *. on * « You! \ 
= £ "oy 2 he * * * * 9 MW. ' 0 — * 5 Mi i * : TU I * 9 W * * * F thy 7 8 * * * — 5 * 1 * 
* — R 9 R ann N _ j Ws —_ 1 "4 a N a 4 0 F 4 : 5 þ x % et $1 > \ « p 
mm GE 1 2 * 1 Ly 0 © 3 s : 
_ * N q * * * ö * — 5 . s i 
1 4 # as * : 7, I . : * 7 4 * e 1 . 0 W y : 7 7 5 
1 * A 9 | 1 * — 4 6% 1 * . , 1 
* q 1 J f 1 . : ; ; 
5 ha : * 4 * \ * , * y : 1 . 6 . W . F 4 
4 "ia : * * 9 $; * . : 
of . F 7 rr „ 15 * * 
— * ws. P OR * % pa ** þ « 4 : * 5 d 4 
F 9 ” * 1 = 

* + "ol *. * * k 2 MN | 4 4 Wk . q 4 We : ; X | „ 7 F 1 A 4 2 * 
WAL 1 / , / k n 3 - . ; : 6:4 4 4 9 

* 5 * . | a . B57. b | 

| ao Ws | | "2 2 . 
j 4 l o \ F . N + . i 4 
1 £ : . 1 1 "OY 5 43 E 7 0 * p . 3 1 © % * * {ow 15 : 1 2 : g 
= * ; a — > # . * N I} * 4 
1 * * 2 — 4 * 4 % 
* 
Eo 
i \ I a 
4 


 tocorrupt rs ce ayes you thought the- care of 


Mr 7. Heads, — 4 


I adding bree letters to your name (V. D. M.) inſtead 
of 70 ; which might anſwer the end as well, perhaps, 


with moſt: of your readers. And indeed, I Poſt own, 


there are ſome Arts, of which you have ſhewn yourſelf 
an undoubted Maſter in this performance, without a de- 


' pree ;- tho" fuch Arts as entitle a man much leſs to aca- 


dena! honors, in my opinion, than to ſomething which 
I ſhall not mention But not to digreſs farther ; all theſe 
things ſhew, how deliberate and reſolute you have 


'been in the perpetration of this piece of wickedneſs ; 3 
'which is a 86 aggravation of it. 


I may take the hint of another ag Gravation, Fran the 
Sites great Capitals aforefaid, annexed to your Name, 


with the following title, Paſtor of a church—Such grofs 
falſhoods, miſrepreſentations and forgeries as your bel 


contains, would have been highly criminal in any man 3 


But, in a pretended miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe 
mouth there was no guile ;—in a man, who ſhould not 
only preach truth and tighteouſneſs, but be an example 

thereof to others ;—in one who pretends to extraordinary 
real and ſanctity an uncommon concern for the puri. 


ty of religion; —in one who, in his firſt page, expreſſed 
his a pprebenſion that my doctrine was * not only ſubver- 


0 five of the orthodox faith, but even of morality, or true 


virtue; — in ſuch a man, I fay, this conduct is fo incon- 
fiſtent, impudent and abominable, that words are want- 


mg to expreſs the foulneſs and infamy of it! Biſhop Ti- 


lot ſon, whom you doubtleſs think a grand heretic, ſpeaks 
of ſome perſons who have got a ſcurvy trick of lying for 
phe truth: And if the truth of God will the more abound 
thro any man's lies, I will not deny but that you, Mr. 
Cleaveland, may prove a very eminent inſtrument of pro- 
moting it Rut can you think jt proper to oppoſe thoſe 
whom you think hereticks, by ſuch wicked arts as you 
have uſed ? Is orthodoxy, ſuppoſing you to be in poſ- 
ſeſñion of ir, to be defended and propagated by defama- 
tion, lander and forgery ? Have theſe methods any ten- 


a (OOO RN rminians out of countenance ?. 
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or are 1 any credit to the cauſe | in-which they are em- 


ployed Does it not ſhew y the moſt conſummate effrootery, 
1 and hypocriſy, for any one who ſets himſelf up 
as a zealous champion for the cauſe of God and his truth ; 
and pretends a —. concern for the ſalvation of precious, 
immortal ſouls, to be ſo regardleſs of bis 0wn, as to do 
ſuch _ under the . of religion, as a common hea- 
then wauld: bluſh at? Let me tell you plainiy, Mr. 
Cleaveland, 1 had much rather my ſou] ſhould be in a 
Pagan's s ſoul's ſtead (even a very immoral one's) than in 
your's, if you allow yourſelf in ſuch wicked practices in 
other reſpects, as I have proved you guilty. of in this, not- 
withſtanding all your ſuppoſed orthodoxy, goſpel- light, 
or any other light. It will doubtleſs be more intolerable 
in the day of judgment, for thoſe who live and die with 
8 LIE in their right-hand, under the goſpel-diſpenſation, 
than for wicked heathen. I hope this will not be the caſe 
with you. I do not deſpair of you: For I am told, one 
excuſe you made to the printer for not coming ſeaſonably 
to take off the copies of your libel, which you ſtood en- 
gaged for. was, that many people 3 in your pariſn were 
under great ſpiritual awakenings; ſo that you wa ; obli- 
ged to attend upon, adviſe and comfort them. It may 
therefore be hoped, that it will ſoon be your own turn to 
be awakened, convinced and broyght to — Con- 
verſing with perſons under great concern of ſoul, and deep 
impreſſions of the evil and danger of ſin, may, by the 
| bleſſing of God, be one means of bringing you to a pro- 
per ſenſe of your own ſins, in ſo ſlandering and abuſing 
me; and when you are a true penitent vourſelf, 
you will doubtleſs be better qualified to comfort and 
ſtrengiben your brethren. ——1 do not condemn you as a 
wicked man on account of your opinions, though I think 
ſome of them very abſurd ; nor preſume to judge your 
heart, in a way unauthorized by ſeripture, as many. per - 
ſons of your ſtamp. uſed to do ſome years ago. No i In 
whatever I fay of you, I obſerve the rule. By thejr fruits. 
Ie know. theme A004 cane among us in ſheep's, 
* ; 


'-Chovelend aper, 
Ps. | {rate wag corned u els on ofis fide; #6 


8 © 2 a ravenous animal is ſeen under it. I have 
Plucked arid examined ſome of the fruit fich you bear; 


and found it to be corrupt and evil ſour grapes: What 


when muſt the tree, what the vine be? When the grapes 
are grapes of gall, and the cluſters ſo Bitter; probably 


the vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the Benn of 
| 'Gomorrha— L 


Lou are in the opinion of many people, the more in- 


excuſeable in writing and ubliſhing ſuch a wicked libel 


* apainiſ me, on account of the time ben it was done — — 


when I was engaged in a public controverſy of great im- 


portance to the churches of New-England, as well as to 

the American heathen, and thoſe Britiſh colonies which 
are almoſt deſtitute of the adminiſtration of God's word, 

worſhip and facraments : and when I was employing g oy 
hic 


mean Ibilities to the utmoſt, to ſerve them A work w 


I was repeatedly ſolicited to engage in by ſeveral Divines | 
of the firſt reputation among us, ſome years before that 


incident took place, which finally determined me to under- 


take it. At this very time, you was planning or pub- 
Iiſhing miſchief againſt me, as av enemy to the maſt impor- 
tant principles of the proteſtant religion; and conſequent- 
ly, not only to theſe churches, but to chriſtianity itſelf! 
Tou have joined your ſlanders to thoſe of my anonymous 


epiſcopal defamers; you have brought the like accuſation 


againſt me, and made uſe of the like diſhoneſt arts to hurt 
my reputation. By publiſhing your libel at ſuch a time, 
vou have, to the utmoſt of your prever, defeated the de- 
ſign of my writing on the ſubject before referred to; and 
thereby diſſerved, as far as your influence reaches, the 
good cauſe I wad labourirg to promote; in which you | 
was alſo intereſted yourſelf. Some, I know, are of opi- 


nion, that epiſcopal influence had a fhare in bringing out 


your ſcandalous pamphlet at this time; and that either 
you, or thoſe with whom you have cloſe connexions, have 
been tampered with, ſet on, and encouraged in the pro- 
ſecution of this wicked deſign. I peu remember 
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#F ling of counſels againſt them, and had a principal 
nin their eccleſiaſtical death, and, let me add, Who has 
more than once, in a pretty public manner, diſcovered 


mat in one of We wel publiſhed 15 ater 
ſaid about you. and your then 
- propoſed pamphlet, apparently with this view. — And 
what reward do you expect from that quarter, for this fu- 
rious attack upon me n to be made a BISHOP : 
in Anerica-—— 5 


. - "Mr. 


- party, there is ſomething. 


If you ſuppoſe you are likely to gain any credit with 1 


| © our Divines of indiſputable ability,“ by this wicked piece 


of work; I have good reaſon. to think the contrary. 


Some of them, ( Calviniſtical Divines ) have ſpoken of 
you and your libel to me, with great contempt and indig- 
nation; and. ſeem'd quite aſtoniſnh'd at your aſſurance in 
ſetting up for an author ; but more eſpecially at the in- 
famous arts which you had uſed to injure my reputation. 
Some of them {aid, they did not own you nor your ort ba- 


Even your Rev.“ friend (or patron, ſhall I call 


3 Sins 7 1 in Boſton, who corrected the preſs for you 3 2 


ntleman who has fionallized his zeal againſt ſome mini- 
ers accuſed of arminianiſm; who has encouraged the cal- 


his particular ſpleen agaioſt me; even this Rev'd gentle- 
man, I ſay, was ſomething ſhock'd at your unfairneſs at | 


leaſt, before your libel got through the preſs ; when he 


| | came to perceive how groſiy you had miſcepreſented and 
falſified my ſermons; particularly in that moſt remarka- 


ble inſtance which has been taken notice of—Some per- 


* ſons of a more delicate conſcience, or nicer ſenſe of honor, 


would probably have had nothing to do with you or your 


| libel, after ſuch a diſcovery as this; but immediately 


put the affair out of their hands, . leſt they ſhould be con- 
ſidered as acceſſaries, This Rev'd gentleman, however, 


| went. on wich the bonourable employment which you had 


aſſigned him; not having, as I am informed, either ſo 


much concern for his own reputation, or ſo much real 


fliendſhip for you, as to ſend you word what. he had diſ- 


| covered, in order to prevent ihe is: diſgta that was likely, 
is | 1 TEN 


do come upon 8 thr even this warm Aeon 


is now no advocate for your. libel, or the moſt diftinguiſh- . 


ing principles of it, I can aſſure you upon good grounds. 
Judge then, what Credit you are lkely to gain 


people in general, clergy and laiety; whether they 4a, or 


do not agree with me in certain points of doctrine. 


The zealous gentleman, to whom I referred, who has 

. blood, (Idonot mean literally) 
would doubtleſs have highly extolled your performance, 
it being againſt me, had it been but folerable; but it was 


ſoch athirſt for unort ho 


too groſs an abuſe to go down even with him !—So that. 


I do not think you will, on account of this, Eſſay, very 
ſpeedily have a call to preach the Convention-ſermon be- 
fore * our Divines of indiſputable ability; as you very 
probably expected: For I know not what a man of 
your conſummate vanity, may not be ſuppoſed to flatter 


himſelf with the hopes of! 


I am ſenſible, it is the opinion of many, that you had 
not the principal hand in compoſing the libel to which 


your name is prefixed. Many ſuppoſe it to be chiefly 
the work of a certain lay-gentleman,unhappily bewilder'd 
for many years paſt, with law, military affair ly polemic 
divinity, metaphyficks, ſuperſtition, politics 1 


all crowding on his brain at once! — a man of a wily, | 


jeſuitical head and heart, at leaſt in ſome reſpes ;— full 


of whimfical deſigns and notions 3 and one who, to all 


his other unaccountable fancies, it is ſaid, has added this 


ſtrangeſt of all deluſions, That he is an eminent ſaint, 


and that the churches of this country ſtand in great need 


of ſuch an able pilot as himſelf, to ſteer them a right 
courſe !—lIt is known that, as diſtinguiſhed and candid a 
writer as he has been againſt miniſters, he labours under 


ſome ſmall inconyeniences as an author, never having 


learnt to ſpell; much leſs to put any thing into tolerable 


method. Now it is ſuppoſed by ſome, that this truly 
extraordinary perſon, not being able to contain bimſelf, 
and yet labouring under the trivial diſadvantages afore” 
5 3 Wricton, but me unconnected. lucubra> 


. 
yu 6 . 75 9 " 


bratios 5 


bs T 
| Ta ma xy perhaps be moſt for your honor to confeſs the ich, 0 


"Iv 'Clerdelt e N 
1 iow your learned hähds, to have mY Ke; py 
_ Fupplied*” In'conſequence of which;' and Tome additional 
_ Krokes of your on, they appear to the world in ſuch a 1 
wonderful order and method as is obſerved in the bel, ! 
"It having been previouſly agteed- that, as the reward of 1 
out pains, you ſhould have the whole honour of being 
the author of it. No ſmall piece of ſelf-denial, tobe f 
ſute, to the Taid original draughts-man't Thi ee be 
all mere conjeckure, for any thing that 1 know; but ſome 1 
are confident it is not. And one thing that affords © 
ground of ſuſpicion,'is, thar the ſaid node perſon exrols || 
the libel much more highly ttian, it is ſuppoſed,” he would | by 


Mr Cleavelanil, if you have really been led into ſuch a 5 
prenunire if yo! Rave been made what the vulgar call a Ht 
cats pu, 4nd perſuaded to father the il. favoured, Fee = 

child which you did not beget, but only ' foſtered ; Y 


| 

| 

| e.!etcl any mün's performance, except bis own, Now, £ 
| 


and to'bring out this whole piece of roguery. And if 


you thoilld e do ſo, you may be ſure of one advantage on {: 
your fide ; I mean, that tho? you are not better than vou 
mmhould be, yet none will, on this occaſion, apply to you | © 
the od proverb, That the wonsr Knave has turned by, 
King evidence. But at * I muſt take it for grant- | 0 


un the libel is your's ; ſince you declare it to be ſo. tl 

It is u pon ſuppoſition that you ſpake the truth in this re-. 
ſen, ther L ave proceeded in the reproof already given P. 
you. If 1 have Lg handled you very tenderly, or deli- ]“ 
eately, it was only becauſe your caſe required ſome ſe- 
verity : You appear not a little Bardened. Tho' I abhor 
falſehood and villainy, and have been treated fo injuriouſly 
by you; yet wauld not have [you imagine, that my 
reproofs proceed from a ſpirit of malice, or unchriſtian 
revenge. According to my principles, you know, chaſ- 
rizement ſhould alwavs have good for its propoſed end, 
either private or public,or both. And altho' that which 
I have adminiſtred to you, may and muſt make you 
Vents for a wine, unleſs you are 2 feeling yet, to 
oonvince 
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eonvigce. you and PR . that 1 — intend ie 
for your real benefit, I will now cloſe this epiſtie (which 
you may poſſibly think ſomewhat tedious ) with a few 
friendly and falutary pieces of advice, : 
In the firſt place, I adviſe you to humble yourſelf be- 
5 5 almighty God; and to implore his teriveneſs-thro! 
that atonement, of which you have ſo wickedly ep hase 
meas. an, injurious aſperſer. rs 
In the next place, 1 counſel you to acknowledge your 8 
* to the world; by puhliſhing an ample confeſſion of 
the injuſtice you have done me, in the news- papers, or 
otherwiſe; and thereby giving me reaſonable ſatisfaction 
—lr, is my preſent determination never ſo much as to 
read any thing which you may publiſh hereafter, unleſs it 
is written in the penitential way, now recommended to 
yo After having ſhewn the world the falſehood and 
villainy of your firft EH ay, I ſhall think my own reputa- 
tion iatirely unconcerned in any thing you may bereaftet ; 
ſay of me or my principles—— ; - | 
9 Thirdly, [ adviſe you to be diligent i in your frudicg and. 
nl to take pains in compoſing your ſermons; that there 
4 may be both uſeful matter and method in them ;—inſtead 
. of preaching. i in that flaſhy, rambling and incoherent way, 
that I underſtand you do; and for wl.ich our other mo- 


* dern exhorters have been ſo famous — Alas! how much 
n | Precious time did you miſpend i in writiag your libel !. All 


i. which time, the poor prope of OT: I believe, fared ; 
„ miſerably enough. —__ 
 Fourthly, Whatever you FR Mr. Cleaveland, henare” 
ly of mixing metaphyſics with your divinity. .. Your libel 
yl ſhews that your head is almoſt turned cherewith already; 


in which is the occaſion of my giving you this caution. Preach 
. the plain, indiſputable doctrines and dutie: of the goſpel, 
d, | in a plain, familiar way; Do not exerciſe yourſelf in things 


ch #00 high for you. : Aim at no great refinements, Or very. 
du nice diſtinctions. Meddle as little as poſſible with ab- 
to | ſtruſe, controverſial points ; for Which, I perceive,” you 


160 baut chu. appetite, Without, a digeſtion. Wee 
x kkhkereto 
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5 1 Tour bead, if not your heart, iu altendy 1 ue W 
affected and hurt chereby ; and the conſequence of your | 
q*%. #: 

Fifthly, Avoid all cenſoriouſneſs; all raſh judging nd || 
: condemning of others, whoſe religious opinions are differ- - 


ing on in this way, may be right down phrenzy 


eat from yours. Preach your own ſentiments honeſtly; 


but you ſhould nat repreſent all thoſe who Giflike them, 
as graceleſs, unconverted men; and enemies to the moſt 


important doctrines of chriſtianity. A maſt fundamental 


principle of true proteſtantiſm, (for which you would be 
thought an advocate) is, that the holy feriprures' area 
_ Gficient, and the only rule of Chriſtian faith; and that all 
_ Chriſtians have a fight to judge of the ſenſe of ſcripture | 


for themſelves. In this imperfe&t Rate there will una- 


| voidably be ſome conſiderable diverſity of opinion, even 
wiſe and good men; among true Chriſtians and 
true Proteſtants; and, perhaps, ſtill more diverſity in 


among 


their manner of expreſſing themſelves upon ſome parti- 


cular points, than in their ſentiments. Tou ſhould not 
expect to bring all men: to think and expreſs themſelves 


juſt as you do, Mr. Cleaveland ; much leſs pick a quar- 
rel with, miſrepreſent, abuſe and defame them, if they 


do not. Even hire ay differ very conſiderably among 
0. themſelves ; as appears particularly by what I cited to 

you from Dr. Twiſſe, relative to ſatisfaFion. Chriſtians 

ſhould exercife ar and candor towards each other; 


and Chriſtian miniſters (of whom, it ſeems, you reckon 
yourſelf one) ought to ſet the example. 


Nothing is more unbecoming a miniſter of che goſpel, 168 
Mr. Cleadeland, than a narrow and cenſotious, a captious 
and wrangling diſpoſition: And they, in whom this evil 


temper prevails, generally promote it among their hearers; 
inſpiring babe seid anderen rage and bitterneſs againſt 


their fellow-chriſtians; inſtead of the meek, benign and 
charitable ſpirit of the goſpel. I hope you' will beyare of 


. this bad 8 pirit for che future. 


If you put theſe counſels in b am perfuadal q 
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as. 1 fay 


FF before you reject, the counſel. I ſhould be ſincerely glad, 


the Aon you ſhould grow in the eſteem of the people 


was ſerviceable to the cauſe of pure and undefiled religion 


In Ipfwich to your prefent comfort, and future honor. | 


I wiſh the divine bleſſing may attend both my rej 


and counſels, and your labors, fo far as both are neſt 


— EEE. or conformable to the ſpirit and rules of the 


2 


and the necdful rebukes given to you, 


4 


Your fincere WELL-WISHER, 1 9 5 


+ Mayhew. 5 


en 


way not to bis credit, The author bas heard this in 
ſuch a manner, that he has not the leaſt doubt of its truth: 


But if he 2 bereafter find bimſelf in a miſtake with 
eto, he will give Mr. Cleaveland reaſonable 


and public /atisfaion in that 88 even without being 


reference 


called 1 . 


e ">£ FOX, 


"THE END. 


; to Of wa 4s a writer of een. 1 will be mote 
your own credit, and for the good of your patiſhion- | 
theſe things with hearty good-will to you and 
=” he? and requeſt you at leaſt ſeriouſly to conſider, 
i by acting a part becoming a miniſter of the goſpel (for 


of your charge; and heartily rejoice to hear that you 


; am, notwithſtanding the injuries received 
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77 is hinted i in the foregoing Letter, that Mr. Cleave- 
land was formerly diſmiſſed from Talt-College, in a 
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